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Abstract: The auxiliary camp of Gerulata was founded in the late Flavian period, and housed a cavalry ala for most
of its existence. Its adjoining cemeteries contained Roman lamps as a major group of grave goods, in both cremation
and inhumation graves until the early 3rd century AD, when lamps ceased to be deposited. Altogether 93 graves out
of 336 contained a total of 106 lamps, a largely 2nd century assembly of both Firma- and Bildlampen. Lamps played
a part in funeral rites, usually to be burned on the pyre; at Gerulata they were second only to pottery in abundance
though they occur in varying proportion across different cemeteries and burial types. Their context in burial practice
and relationship with other grave goods is analysed throughout; notably, adult inhumation graves seem to purposely
lack lamps. The lamps bear signs of use, personal ownership, and several unique relief stamps and inscriptions, but
the proportion of imports to locally made lamps remains uncertain. Roman lamps in Gerulata are seen as tokens of
Roman culture, much used by the inhabitants of this borderland settlement in both life and death.

As the Danube River passes from the banks of Carnuntum under the rocky slopes of Devin and Hainburg and
through the natural water gate formed by these two hilltops, it widens and bends to the southwest, in anticipation
of the marshy and manifold currents that give rise to the Greater and Lesser Rye Islands (Velky a Maly Zitny ostrov).
In Roman times, that is, before the construction of the modern Gab¢ikovo - Nagymaros dam, the next part of the
river formed a web of streams, practically impassable for its dense wetland vegetation and swamp soil in all but
a few places. Fortunately, a bend in the Danube occupied today by the city of Bratislava commanded several vital
fords in this region; it was perhaps the last of these crossings before the marshy wetlands further downstream on
which the auxiliary camp of Gerulata was founded (Pichlerovd 1986) on the site of present-day Bratislava-Rusovce.

This area had long been of strategic importance to the Romans, as the Augustan campaigns against Marobu-
dus were spearheaded from nearby Carnuntum, and possibly the hill of Devin, which already by that time housed
a Roman garrison (Hulinek/Plachd 2000). Located on the right bank of the river, Gerulata was occupied by the
Roman military in the late Flavian period, possibly during the reign of emperor Domitian (AD 81-96; Wilkes
2005, 150), as attested by the earliest terra sigillata of southern Gaulish manufacture from La Graufesenque iden-
tified as Drag. form 37 (Pichlerovd 1981, 27; cremation grave 27) and Drag. form 35/36 of northern Italian manu-

Fig. 1: Gerulata: auxiliary camp (rectangle) and cemeteries
(filled in: excavated area, border: presumed extent according to Varsik 1996)
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facture (Gabler 1991, 246, 248; Gabler/Pichlerovd 1996, 89-92). At the same time, some northern Italian wares
(Gabler 1977, 119) commonly found on earlier Flavian military sites are notably absent here. Previous La Tene
settlements existed to the south and northwest of the future fort, as well as on the site of the fort itself (Bazovsky
2004, 96; Snopko 1985; Schmidtovd 2006, 133-137). For most of its existence, it housed a cavalry garrison of
500 men known as an ala. A stamped brick from the first phase of the fort (Varsik 1996, 36-37, Abb. 11) may point
to the soldiers of cohors V Lucensium Callaecorum as the workforce constructing the camp at a time when the
northern sections of the Limes Romanus were being strengthened and consolidated as a distinct border system.
The fort was reconstructed in stone sometime during the reigns of the emperors Hadrian and Antoninus
Pius — somewhat later than the Trajanic date at which other camps on this section of the Limes underwent this
change (Varsik 1996, 27-28; Varsik/Kuzmovd/ Schmidtovd 1996, 536). This phase is exemplified by terra sigillata
made in Lezoux, Rheinzabern and later Westerndorf (Pichlerovd 1981, 27; grave 109, Drag. Form 37; Gabler/Pi-
chlerova 1996, 93-97; surface find, Drag. Form 37).
Six places of burial have been identified in the vi-
—IV cinity of Gerulata (Fig. 1); although only four of them
===VIa ===VIb are large enough to be called “proper” cemeteries with

= T | e [T

| — C I — more than 10 graves. Cemeteries I and I, consisting of
0 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 167 and 268 graves each, respectively, are the largest
(Kraskovskad 1974a; Pichlerovd 1981). Both begin in the
Fig. 2: Timeline of cemeteries in Gerulata. Dotted lines denotea ~ €arliest stages of Roman occupation on the site or
speculated dating, founded on a small number of graves. Note  shortly thereafter, and the mode of burial is mostly cre-
the hiatus between c. AD 200 and ¢. AD 290. mation, although Cemetery II was notably bi-ritual
with frequent inhumation practiced alongside crema-
ting rites. Apart from the disturbances of the Marcomannic Wars, only a slight decrease in number of burials is
seen until the early 3" century AD, at which time a hiatus may be observed (Fig. 2). Existing cemeteries I and II
cease to be used, and new cemeteries Il and IV do not appear until the end of the 3™ century (Kraskovskd 1974b;
Schmidtovd 2010; Slivka 1990), as inhumation becomes the sole mode of burial. Moreover, Cemetery I is overlaid
with new burials, and this newer cemetery is conventionally labelled ‘Ib’ to distinguish it from the earlier, 2™ cen-
tury Cemetery Ia. “Cemetery” VI consists of isolated burials in the vicus (Schmidtovi/Kozubovd 2007). 1t is im-
portant to note that in Gerulata lamps are only found in the earlier, late 1** - early 3™ century phase of burial, that
is, in cemeteries Ia, IT and VIa, with the prominent exception of one ‘late Pannonian’ glazed lamp tentatively at-
tributable to Cemetery Ib.

Locschekempe JIb Ib/e Ie: I' | VII |IXb IXc:IX | X Xc XK X- X | EL | toral
Cemetery var
la 0 0 1 2 0 3 0 3 26 2 1 0 :29] 5 39
1 1 6 4 13 1 3 2 5 |35: 1 1 1 38| 8 65
I'a 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 010 0 0 0010 1
tatal 1 6 6 16 1 6 2 8 |61: 3 2 1 i67] 13 | 106*

Table 1: Types of lamps from the cemeteries of Gerulata. Bold indicates totals.
FL = unidentified Firmalampen. 'type I includes 3 fragments that could not be assigned to a subtype *this total includes the horse
lamp handle fragment, probably attributable to Cemetery Ib.

Altogether, 106 lamps were found in funerary contexts in Gerulata, with a total of 17 Bildlampen, 88 Firma-
lampen and variations thereof, and one special shape (Table 1). Of the Bildlampen, most are Loeschcke type I volute
lamps with angular nozzles, predominantly later types I b/c and the so-called ‘Raetian’ type I ¢ (Fig. 3). Lamps of
these types began to be produced in Italy around the middle of the 1* century AD, but local production is plenti-
fully attested in Pannonia in subsequent centuries (Leibundgut 1977, 25; Alram-Stern 1989, 25, footnote 34; Bailey
1988, 149) In Gerulata these lamps are found in closed contexts with coins of Galba (AD 68-69; Cemetery II,
grave 46), Trajan (AD 98-99; Cemetery II, grave XXV), and pottery of the late 1% century (‘Cemetery’ VIa, the
single grave of that cemetery; and Cemetery II, grave I) and early 2" century (Cemetery II, grave 104).

The utilitarian and functionalistic Firmalampen make up the greatest portion of the ensemble. Of the 88
lamps, Loeschcke types IX and X are represented by 8 and 67 examples, respectively. Type IX lamps were conceived
in central and northern Italian workshops in the AD 60s, characterised by their utilitarian shape, sparse decoration
reserved to simple masks, high discus rim, shoulder lugs and nozzle channel (Fig. 4; Buchi 1975, XXXIII; Alram-
Stern 1989, 39). The broadening of the nozzle channel and flattening of the shoulders brought about lamps of
Type X in the AD 90s (Bailey 1980, 275), which in turn became the universal lamp of the so-called ‘military pro-
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vinces’ - i.e. those bordering the Eu-
ropean continental Limes. Again, in
a fashion similar to Bildlampen, the
Firmalampen were abundantly pro-
duced by local makers with ambigu-
ous official sanction. Both lamp
types coexisted and continued to be
used in Pannonia until at least the
early 4" century (Type IX: Ivdnyi
1935, 137; Petru 1972, 86, 162; Buchi
1975, XXXII, footnote 2; Type X:
Ivanyi 1935, 16-19).

In Gerulata, Type IX lamps are
dated by coins of Domitian (AD 90-
91; Cemetery II, grave 90), Hadrian
(AD 117-138; Cemetery Ia, grave
72), and Trajan (AD 101-2) and with
pottery of AD 110-130 (Cemetery II,
grave LI). Only the later subtypes
IXb and IXc are represented, and few
in number; perhaps this is testament
to the “provincial” character of the

Fig. 3: Loeschcke type Ic, Cemetery II, Fig. 4: Loeschcke type IXb, Cemetery
grave I, infans, early 2™ century AD. Head I1, grave IV, infans, late 1* century
of Hercules covered by a shawl resting on AD. Mask of Jupiter Ammon - an
an altar, while his club leans on it to the Egyptian syncretism (courtesy of
left (courtesy of Archaeological Museum Archaeological Museum SNM,
SNM, inv. no. 14.872) inv. no. 14.886).

settlement. Lamps of Type X are dated across three centuries, from coins of Domitian (AD 81-96, Cemetery II,
grave 1) to pottery of the early 3™ century (Cemetery II, graves 14 and 37).

Apart from the previous common types of lamps, some special shapes are also to be found. The Loeschke
XK form, essentially a type X with a shortened nozzle, is represented by two examples. One of them has an inte-
resting discus relief - a plastic head of a lion with a loop designed to hang the lamp in the air (Fig. 5). A multi-

Fig. 5: Loeschcke type XK, Cemetery II, grave 118, maturus-senilis. Lion’s head with suspension loop rising out of its snout,
now restored (courtesy of Archaeological Museum SNM, inv. no. 21.334)

53



Fig. 6: Lamp handle in the shape of a horse, Cemetery I(b?),
surface find (courtesy of Archaeological Museum SNM,
inv. no. 14.613)

nozzled variation of type X with a damaged discus
matches two complete lamps from Brigetio with a bust
of Sol, the Sun God, between two stars and with a star
on his brow (Ivdnyi 1935, lamps 536-7, Taf. XIX: 9).
A small discus and shoulder fragment may be attribu-
ted through its outstanding rosette decoration as be-
longing to the Loeschcke VIII family of circular
Bildlampen, which were produced in an array of local
varieties throughout the Empire, and essentially were
to the Mediterranean area what the Loeschcke type X
was to the northern provinces - a ‘koine’ type of lamp.
Our fragment, with 20-24 leafs in its rosette, a distinc-
tive shoulder type of VIIIb and coarse fabric resembles
the earliest lamps of the type made in Italy (Bailey
1980, 295, lamp Q 1202) around AD 75, and lamps of
Cnidian manufacture made in the late 1* and 2 cen-
turies AD (Bailey 1988, 331, e.g. lamp Q 2747). Finally,
a glazed green ceramic handle in the shape of a horse

(Fig. 6) was discovered as a surface find on the site of cemetery [; with parallels in Intercisa of the 4™ century AD
(Ivdnyi 1935, Taf. LXV:8, 14; Tat LXVI:5), we may assume that this lamp belongs to Cemetery Ib, making it unique

Ia

II-c

with
lamps
without
lamps
Fig. 7: Graves containing lamps in the respective cemeteries of Gerulata.
Cemetery [a graves with % of all graves graves with % of graves as the only lamp deposited in
34/87 item item and la.mps with item a funer ary context after the
pottery 77 88.5% 29 37.7% hiatus of the 3! century AD.
coinage 10 11.5% 8 80.0% It is, however, of a very diffe-
glass 11 12.6% 7 63.6% rent shape than the standard
jewelery 6 6.9% 5 83.3% Roman lamps that were
Ae 5 5.7% 5 _100% a staple of grave deposits al-
L i 1; {263 1;’“ Z 31%3;“ most a century earlier.
. ol tmw.\ . ,Hoo . 73 (o? The categories of lamps
e M%; ;bﬂ ; 0 000? oo described above are found in
P i 0“ - - various proportions in the as-
nogeods = 2:6% - - semblages of the respective
Ic cemeteries (Fig. 7). It may be
seen that the cremation gra-
Lother ves of Cemetery II contain
@ DXb lar}Illps more frequentlyfthin
L s - inhumation graves of the
X A | same althoug}gl they were not
XK 7 s delineated spatlany 1F1to two
separate cemeteries; instead,
FL 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 they existed side by side. An

Table 2: Lamp types from Cemetery Ia and frequency of association with other grave goods.
FL = unidentified fragments of Firmalampen.
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in-depth look at the grave
goods of each cemetery is in
order, as well as an appraisal



of the lamps dCPOSited in graves with % of all graves graves with % of graves with

each. item item and item

Cemetery Ia was in use lamps

from C. AD 90/100 to C. AD pottery 139 82.7% 37 26.6%
200: it consists of 87 crema- ng:‘g i;} ;SZ: :; 222:;
tion graves, 34 of which con- [ ey 19 T1.3% 10 52.6%
tained one or more lamps [Ac 24 14.3% 10 41.7%
(Table 2). The majority of Fe 53 31.5% 31 58.5%
these lamps were simple, type I e f;? i‘r ;:ﬂ ;2 z: 5‘?0

. uxurypottery 2 4.89% L 32.0%
X Firmalampen. Pottery was : terra sigillata 2; 13.1% 6 27.3%
the most common grave Ractian ware ] 0.6% 1 100%
good, present in 88.5% of all terva nigra 2 1.2% 1 50.0%
graves, followed immediately  |pins and fibulac 15 8.9% 5 33.3%
by lamps in 39% of all graves. ~ |no goods 11 6.5% : :
Lamps were most closely as- Ib/c
sociated with bronze objects, Ic

knives, jewellery and coi-

@ [-other 7 1
nage; in other words, if

m VIII
a grave contained one of
. . T mIXb
these items, it quite likely to 1
X

have a lamp as well. Of the  ® ™ 7777777 J777 7707
39 lamps, 25 (64.1%) were 2

burnt through cremation, XK 7z ®
and 7 (17.9%) had a charred m X-var ' j j _ j ;
nozzle, indicating they had S > 10 15 20 > 30 3 #0
been used shortly before.

The cremation graves of ~ Table 3: Lamp types from Cemetery II-cremation graves and frequency of association with
Cemetery II are 168 in num- other grave goods. FL = unidentified fragments of Firmalampen.
ber, of which 43 were found
to contain lamps (Table 3). The cemetery itself began in the earliest phase of c. AD 80/90, and it was used readily
until the Marcomannic Wars of AD 166-180, with burials then progressively declining until the first decade of
the 3™ century when they disappear altogether. Again, the vast majority of lamps are type X Firmalampen, but
a splash of other types is evident - earlier I b/c volute lamps, an early type IXb Firmalampe, one multi-nozzled
lamp, and the extraordinary discus fragment of a type VIII round lamp - all, however, in one or two examples.
Simple Firmalampen are nonetheless overwhelming. As for other grave goods, pottery is again the most common
in cremation graves, followed
bY iron objects, and then Cemetery IT- gra\fcs with % of all graves - graves with % (-)fg-ravcs
glass and lamps tied at 25.6%. 10/80 item item and lamps with item

. ¢ > Iy 2 1.3% 8 32.0%
Interestingly, ‘luxury’ potter pottary 25 i =
1 Y in th yP Y coinage 5 6.3% 2 40.0%
also appears in these graves, 13 750 7 8.6%
with some 25 contexts con- jewelery 14 17.5% 2 14.3%
taining terra sigillata, fine [Ae 4 5.0% 1 25.0%
Raetian ware, and terra nigra. Fe 6 7.5% 0 0.0%
Lamps are most associated knives ! 1.3% 0 0.0%
e ei 0, B B
here with iron objects - kni- [ =522 *15’;[f[f;“£ 2 gg;jf . S
ves for that matter — and not e TOUE s =
no goods 34 42.5% -

much else, but they remain
relatively well represented as
the third most common
grave good. Of the 43 lamps,
69.1% were charred by the mle
pyre, and 20% have a nozzle @mIxb
blackened by prior use. BIXc )
The 80 inhumation gra- X
ves of Cemetery II have al- 0 1
ready been described as
unusual in funerary rite, as

olb
Ib/c

58]
e
e
wn

6

Table 4: Lamp types from Cemetery II-inhumation graves and frequency of association with
other grave goods. FL = unidentified fragments of Firmalampen.
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only few cemeteries in

H 31 Pannonia were demon-
- graves by sex strably bi-ritual in the 2"

20 - century AD, and if so, in
smaller proportion - for

4 example, the southern ce-

0 metery of Matrica had 178
cremation and 33 inhuma-

IS 1 d tion graves (Topdl 1981). It
........ no grave pRoas remains disputed whether

10 : i 6 this form of burial was re-
5 : 4 served for the poor, who
E 2 could not afford wood for

o L JiE L theis own pye,or was in
fact the expression of a cul-

10 _ tural norm. At any rate, the
with lamps graves show a marked

scarcity of goods as far as

5 quantity is concerned, with

1 2 as many as 42.5% without

objects (Table 4), as com-

0 pared to the 4.6% and 6.5%
oM+ m gF +f gadult adolescent g Ch + 2ch mindeterminable of Cemetery Ia and II-cre-

mation graves, respecti-

vely. The most frequent

Table 5: Grave goods in inhumation graves of Cemetery II by age/sex. feature is pottery, found

only in every third grave.

However, as far as quality is concerned, there is no devaluation; the lamps here are a far more representative section

of 27 century types, with Bildlampen equal in number to Firmalampen for the first time. In total, they appear
only in 12.5% of graves, behind pottery, glass, and jewellery (!).

Where it was possible, the human remains from Cemetery II were anthropologically examined to ascertain
age and sex (Table 5). Of the 76 identified skeletons coming from inhumation graves, 31 belonged to children and
6 to adolescents under 14 years of age, thus making up nearly half of the ‘inhumation’ section of the cemetery.
When compared to graves sorted by sex, the graves with no grave goods are shown to be rather evenly distributed.

Agegroup | children | adolescents adules indeterminable | toral
Graves
II-cremation (% total) 7 (4.2%) 3(1.8%) 105 (62.5%) 56(33.3%) 168
H-c with lamps 2 (28.6%) 0 28 (26.7%) 13 (24.5%) 43
(% of graves in age group )
II-inhumarion (% total) 31(38.7%) 6(7.5%) 39 (48.8%) 4(5.0%) 80
I with Lamps 7 (22.6%) 0 1(2.6%) 2 (50.0%) 10
(% of mraves in age group )

Table 6: Anthropologically identifiable remains from Cemetery II by age,
crossed with the proportion of lamp-containing graves in their parent age group.

However, of the 10 graves with lamps, 7 belong to children, two to indeterminable individuals, and one to a young
male. Could it be that lamps were placed in children’s graves foremost?

Table 6 shows the known age composition of Cemetery II. In cremation graves, the proportion of graves with
lamps is evenly distributed among the identifiable age groups, at around 25%. A similar proportion is observed
in children’s inhumation graves, but surprisingly, only 2.6% of adult inhumation graves contain lamps. Perhaps it
was not so that lamps were preferred for children’s burials, but rather that lamps were deliberately denied to in-
humed adults. We may be observing here the faint shadow of a cultural practice in 2" century Gerulata.
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Fig. 8: Two lamps of Loeschcke type X incised with the letters YYCO. Left: Cemetery II, grave 122; Right: Cemetery Ia, grave 129

Close to two thirds of lamps from cremation graves show signs of discoloration and secondary firing presu-
mably from their incineration on the funeral pyre. Curiously, some lamps from the inhumation graves also show
a similar discoloration and brittleness, more than the usual charring around the nozzle hole indicating a lamp
that was recently used. As we know there could have been no pyre in this case, perhaps this phenomenon can be
explained by the close proximity of a decomposing body in the grave which could have accelerated the decay of
the lamps in question. Around 20% of the lamps also had blackened nozzles, showing that they were used imme-
diately prior to deposition — however, this number may have been larger when we include the lamps burned on
the pyre from which any such trace would have been wiped by the consuming flames.

Fig. 9: Loeschcke type X lamps with linear incisions. Left: Cemetery II, grave 168, CRESCES;
Top right: Cemetery Ia, grave 99, VIBIUS; Bottom right: Cemetery II, grave 36, FORTIS.
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Lamps in Gerulata show signs of personal ownership in all stages of their production and use; the well-pu-
blished type X lamp with the singular relief of an anchor, created no doubt for a specific customer, has been claimed
as a Christian symbol or as the request of a Danube ship captain (Kolnik 1984, 85; Pichlerovd 1981, 182). A type
XK lamp from Cemetery Ia, grave 108 bears a unique signature of AYR|(O) in mirrored letters. Two interesting
lamps are incised with the letters YYCO - one made before firing, the other scratched in after the fact (Fig. 8).
Could these be owner’s marks, or the marks of an unoftficial producer who did not have the means to create relief
signarues? If they were property of the same family, it is thought-provoking as to how they found their way into
two separate cemeteries, and the resulting implications of this circumstance for burial custom. Finally, several
lamps have linear incisions made after firing, including one on the discus and shoulder of the lamp in the form
of rays centered on the filling hole (Fig. 9). One may only wonder by whom and when these incisions were made
— they are testaments to personal narratives we may never fully grasp.

In conclusion, the cemeteries of Roman Gerulata contained 106 lamps in 93 graves out of a total of 336, or,
on average, lamps were found in 27.7% of graves. Most were deposited in the 2" century AD. Although a variety
of types is represented, the great majority consist of Firmalampen of Loeschcke types IX and X. Lamps were usually
second only to pottery in their frequency as grave goods; they were an affordable luxury that may have symbolised
a Roman identity for the 2™ generation of denizens in this settlement, in competition with indigenous forms of
lighting such as torches, braziers and open bowls of burning fat. Preference for a ‘Mediterranean’ lighting style,
complete with mythological artistic motives, could have meant so much for the inhabitants of Gerulata that they
wished to deposit this symbol even into their graves.

It is worth pointing out here that while a ‘rich’ grave most certainly indicates some form of wealth, the material
scarcity of inhumation graves does not imply poverty, although it seems to suggest it. The costs of a Roman funeral
were borne in varying proportion by the deceased, their family, friends, and funeral collegium to which they may
have belonged - and this web of relations was often different in other areas of the Empire, to the point where we
cannot in good faith distinguish between the financiers who furnished the grave without concrete evidence in the
form of a headstone with an inscription. Objects found within a grave may have been property of the deceased,
a parting gift to them from friends and funeral attendees, a show of wealth by their family, a costly display of
vanity, the remnants of a funerary feast, or a combination of all the above, leaving us puzzled as to the origin and
significance of certain objects.

Although the inhumation graves of Cemetery II show material poverty, they also contain luxury goods such
as jewellery and glass — hardly property of the destitute. Perhaps in Gerulata, the custom for inhumation graves
was to include very few objects; but if any were to be deposited, they might have been of great relative value in
a frontier settlement such as this. It seems that in this case, lamps were reserved for deceased children, while at
the same time in the ‘cremation’ section, lamps were equally spread among age groups.

An analogous situation is observable on other Pannonian cemeteries — in Matrica, 213 graves from the 2™
century contained 110 lamps — 98 Firmalampen and 12 Bildlampen, including a lonely type VIII fragment ( Topdl
1981, 90-1) as in Gerulata. In Aquincum, the 200 combined graves of 2™ century cemeteries VI and VII had
46 graves with 52 lamps (Topdl 1993, 95-96). The cemeteries of Carnuntum of the period number 200 graves with
42 lamps in them (Ertel et al. 1999, 55); it goes almost without saying that the great majority are Loeschcke type
X, the ‘koine’ lighting device of the Northern provinces. However, funerary rites varied from cemetery to cemetery,
and it is not unusual to find one where 149 funeral contexts spanning two centuries contain only 2 lamp fragments
(Gleisdorf; Artner 1994). It serves as a reminder that even in the more advanced heartland regions of the Danube
provinces, the Roman custom of giving lamps to the dead may not have caught on so well.

The topic of lamps in funerary contexts certainly raises more questions. Throughout this article, I have deli-
berately avoided reference the origin of lamps; the subject of makers’ stamps is material for a very different topic.
Were lamps produced locally from unsanctioned plaster moulds taken from existing lamps, were they made in
official branch workshops working under a certain mark, or were they imported from large distances - and if so,
by land or by river? In all probability, each of these possibilities may have occurred at different times in Gerulata,
as the lamps range from high-quality wares of an intermediate, uncommon type (Fig. 4), to shoddy and rough
products of the ‘koine’ provincial Loeschcke type X that were made from hasty moulds.

It is beyond doubt that the army in Gerulata played an important role in the introduction of Roman lamps
to this region, creating a demand that may have been first met by a supply of imports, and later locally produced
wares, and the use of lamps soon spread to the civilian population, as may be evidenced from lamps found in
child graves. The hiatus of the 3™ century may be due to a change in burial custom, but when new cemeteries ap-
pear around AD 300, lamps are no longer found. A similar state occurs elsewhere in Pannonia, Raetia and Ger-
mania in the early 3" century AD (Somogyszil, Burger 1979; Mackensen 1980, 219), while on other sites such as
Castra Regina or Emona, lamps are deposited without interruption well into the 4™ century (Petru 1972; von
Schnurbein 1977, 63). Were lamps no longer preferred in Gerulata as a lighting device, losing to the competition
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of other light sources? Did the ethnic composition of the Gerulata garrison change, bringing about a change in
light use? Or did they simply cease to become appropriate for graves? These questions remain a challenge for
future research.
(Preklad autor)
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RIMSKE LAMPY Z GERULATY A ICH ULOHA V POHREBNOM RITE
ROBERT FRECER

Auxiliarny tabor Gerulata bol zalozeny za vlady flaviovcov. Na prilahlych pohrebiskach tvorili od zalozenia
tabora az do zaciatku 3. storocia vyznamnu zlozku hrobového inventaru hlinené lampy, spolu 106 dochovanych
kusov v 93 ziarovych aj kostrovych hroboch z celkového poctu 336 hrobov. Okrem 17 obrazovych lamp sa jednalo
prevazne o firemné lampy a ich varidcie v pocte 88 kusov, a jeden osamely tvar rucky vo forme kona. Obrazové
lampy pozostavali hlavne z typu Loeschcke I s hranatym volutovym horakom. Jeden fragment disku sa d4 stotoznit
s typom Loeschcke VIII, a pripomina lampy knidskej produkcie z 2. storocia po Kr. Z firemnych lamp st zastipené
oba typy Loeschcke IX a X, s dvoma varidciami typu XK so skratenym horakom a jednym viacplamennym ka-
hancom s poskodenou bustou Sola medzi hviezdami. Lampy boli sti¢astou funeralneho ritudlu, v dvoch tretinach
pripadov spalené na hranici, a vo svojom vyskyte takmer najcastejsie po keramike ako sti¢ast hrobovej vybavy.
Na pohrebisku Ia sa vyskytovali v 39% hroboch. V Ziarovych hroboch pohrebiska II bola miera vyskytu 25.6%,
ale kostrové hroby toho istého pohrebiska maju lampy len v 12.5% pripadoch. Zda sa, Ze do kostrovych hrobov
dospelych 0s6b sa lampy neukladavali. Patrna materidlna ,,chudoba® kostrovych hrobov, kde 42.5% hrobov je bez
akychkolvek nalezov, vsak nemusi indikovat chudobu zosnulych; moze ist o zvyk, v ktorom sa do tychto hrobov
ukladalo menej predmetov, pricom tie, ktoré sa do hrobu dostali (napriklad sklo alebo $perk) mohli mat velmi
velkd hodnotu v prostredi tdborového vicusu na hranici rise. Pri hodnoteni zloZenia hrobovej vybavy je taktiez
dolezité si uvedomit, Ze kultirne zvyky pochovavania sa mohli kraj od kraju lisit - bola hrobova vybava majetkom
zosnulého, dar od jeho priatelov a tcastnikov pohrebnu, ukézka bohatstva jeho rodiny, prejavom zufalstva nad
stratou, alebo zaobstarana funeralnym kolégiom, pripadne kombindcia vSetkych horeuvedenych moznosti?

Mnoho lamp nesie stopy pouzivania alebo osobného vlastnictva, ¢i uz v nezvyc¢ajnych motivoch na disku,
rytych znakoch a ¢iarkach, az po obyc¢ajné zadiernenie horaku, indikujuce nedavne pouzitie lampy. Dolezity je
vplyv rimskej armady, ktord svojim prichodom vytvorila prostredie dopytu po lampach, a zvyk pouzivat toto
osvetlenie sa rozsiril aj na civilné obyvatelstvo, ¢o mo6zu dokladat aj lampy v detskych hroboch. Ostava otvorenou
otazkou, aky bol pomer importovanych a lokalne vyrobenych lamp, ako aj preco sa lampy prestali ukladat do hro-
bov na zaciatku 3. storoc¢ia po Kr. Zmenila sa etnicka kompozicia vojenskej posadky, vytlacila ich konkurencia
inych foriem osvetlenia, alebo jednoducho prestali byt vhodné do hrobov? Odpoved by nam pomohla objasnit
jednu formu prejavu rimskej kulturnej identity tejto komunity na hranici ,civilizovaného sveta®

(Preklad autor)

Mgr. Robert Frecer

Institute of Classical Archaeology

Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague
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Czech Republic
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