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ZBORN K!SLOVENSK"HO!N#RODN"HO!M$ZEA!CXI±!2017!ARCHEOL%GIA!27

!PRAVEK"!KRESBY!V&JASKYNI!DOMICA!

ALENA •EF€•KOV•

Keywords: Slovak Republik, district Ro•€ava, prehistoric rock art, Caves, radiocarbon dating, charcoal traces, Eneolithic, 
Neolithic, B•kk culture, Mesolithic, prehistoric rituals.

Abstract:!Prehistoric drawings in the Domica Cave. Only very little data is available in central Europe about prehistoric 
wall (rock) art and information on its absolute data is also lacking. On the territory of Slovakia, prehistoric images, signs or 
charcoal traces have been found primarily in the Domica, Ardovsk! and"Praslen Caves. #e best-known are the geometrical 
drawings from Domica in the Slovak Karst area in eastern Slovakia. Evidence of settlement, primarily in the Neolithic, comes 
from Domica, mainly belonging to the B•kk culture. Drawings were found in the Posv$tn! chodba ((Sacred Corridor) in the 
back of the Cave, where there are an exceptional number of charcoal traces, or lines, most frequently made by smearing of 
torches. #e existing absolute charcoal data of the cave comes from culture layers, but in 2006 and 2016 radiocarbon data was 
obtained directly from the walls of the Cave. #e data con%rms the old age of certain charcoal traces and also the permanent 
use of the back part of the Cave over a long prehistoric period.

Zo!strednej!Eur'py!je!zn(mych!iba!ve)mi!m(lo!*dajov!o&pravekom!n(stennom!+skalnom,!umen-!a!ch.baj*!aj!inform(cie!
o&ich!absol*tnych!d(tach/!Na!*zem-!3eskej!republiky!sa!vie!o&prehistorick.ch!kresb(ch!resp/!znakoch!v&jaskyniach!B.4-!
sk(la!a!mo6no!Mlade4/!Z&B.4-!sk(ly!+Habr8vka9!Moravsk.!kras9!3esk(!republika,!poch(dzaj*! 1:C!AMS!datovania!+:!:20!
rokov!;!50!BP9!GrA<2=55=>!:&?05!;!:0!BP9!GrA<?0@F@>!:&F=0!;!110!BP9!GrA<?0:00Q!Svoboda et al. 2005> Svoboda/van der 
Plicht 2007>!Svoboda 2011,9!ktorT!odhalili9!6e!abstraktnT!geometrickT!vzory!v&podobe!mrie6ky!+obr/!1,!s*!z&eneolitu/!

V&D'me!mUtvych&a!aj!na!Wal[-ch!miestach!v&Mlade4sk.ch!jaskyniach!sa!na[lo!viacero!zauj-mav.ch9!av[ak!nedatova<
n.ch9!okrovo!sfarben.ch!jednoduch.ch!4iar!a&zna4iek!+obr/!2>!Oliva 1989> 2005,/!Znaky!a!otery!fakl-9!zatia)!nepotvrdenTho!
veku9!boli!objavenT!aj!v!in.ch!jaskyniach!MoravskTho!krasu/

Obr/!1/!GeometrickT!kresby!v!bo4nej!kaverne!Ju6nej!odbo4ky9!jasky\a!B.4-!Sk(la!+Habr8vka9!Moravsk.!kras9!3esk(!republika,9!eneolit/!]otoQ!]ranti[ek!
Engel/

]ig/!1/!Geometrical!drawing!in!the!lateral!cavern!of!the!Southern!Prong9!B.4-!Sk(la!Cave!+Habr8vka9!Moravian!Karst9!Czech!Republic,9!Eneolithic/!
Photograph!by!]ranti[ek!Engel/
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Jasky•a Domica
Na !zem" Slovenska sa pravek# obrazce, znaky alebo zna$ky na%li predov%etk&m v'jaskyniach Domica, Ardovsk( a'Praslen. 
Sn() najzn(mej%ie s! geometrick# kresby z'jaskyne Domica *GPS: x = - 322 253,56, y = -1'263523,66 resp. 48ë28Â40Í N 
Lat., 20ë28Â30Í E Long; n. v. 339 m; katastr(lne !zemie obce Ke$ovo, okr. Ro+/ava, JZ Slovensk#ho krasu, Silick( planina, 
N(rodn( pr"rodn( rezerv(cia Domick# %krapy, N(rodn( pr"rodn( pamiatka, obr. 37. 

Jasky/a Domica je s!$as<ou slovensko-ma)arsk#ho jaskynn#ho syst#mu Domica ± Baradla *obr. 47, ktor& dosahuje 
celkov! d>+ku 25 868 m. Jeho slovensk( $as< ?ertova diera ± Domica meria 5 368 m *Bella 2005; Bella et al. 2007; Ga!l/
Gruber 20147. Domica je zn(ma predov%etk&m dokladmi os"dlenia v'neolite *B"hm 1932; 1933a; 1933b; 1933c; Eisner 
1933; B!rta 1957;1965; Lichardus 1968; 19747. N(lezy neolitickej bukovohorskej kult!ry prestavuj! najcharakteristickej%ie 
os"dlenie v'jaskyni a'reprezentuj! viac ako 85@ celkov#ho n(lezov#ho fondu *Lichardus 1968, 437.

Vstupn! $as< jaskyne Domica *naz&van! aj Star( Domica7 poznali Cudia od nepamFti. V'roku 1801 sa o'nej zmie-
/uje Ladislav B. Bartholomaeides *Krajn#k 1929; Lichardus 1968; Lalkovi$ 20147. Rozsiahlej%iu $as< jaskyne v%ak objavil 

Obr. 2. Jednoduch# okrov# zna$ky, Mlade$sk# jaskyne pri Litovli, ?esk( republika *podCa Oliva 20057.

Hig. 2. Simple ochre signs, Mlade$ Iaves near Litovel, Izech Republic *according to Oliva 20057.

Obr. 3. Domica, katastr(lne !zemie obce Ke$ovo. Poloha jaskyne, v&rez z mapy v mierke 1 : 10 000. 

Hig. 3. Domica, cadastral land of the municipality of Ke$ovo. Position of the cave, section from a map with a scale of 1 : 10 000. 



17

a !3.!okt"bra!1926!re#picient!$nan%nej!str& e!J.!Majko!s!kolegami!J.!Pochyl'm,!V.!(&kom!a)J.!Valkom!*Benick• 1936b,!113;!
!aplovi"/Benick• 1937+.!

V)roku!1929!po!obhliadke!jaskyne!J.!Eisnerom,!V.!Hole%kom!a)B.!Krajn-kom!sa!Krajn-k!zmie/uje,! e!¹v)hosusovskej!
jaskyni!s0!na!mnoh'ch!miestach!nielen!jednoduch4!%iary,!ale!aj!ur%it4!uhlom!na#kraban4!zhluky!%iar!a)nemo no!ma5!pochyb8
nosti,! e!ide!o)v'tvor!%lovekaª.!Obhliadka!mala!sl0 i5!na!pr-pravu!v'skumu!*Krajn#k 1929+.!

:lenovia!¹Slovenskej!Ligyª!v)Hos0sove!*dne#n&!Dlh&!Ves+!a)v)Ple#ivci!spolu!s)J.!Venc&lkom!darovali!v)tom!%ase!
v) jaskyni!Domica!objaven0!bukovohorsk0!keramiku!do!Vlastivedn4ho!m0zea!v)Bratislave!*Kraskovsk$ 1933+.!Dnes!sa!
nach&dza!v)zbierkach!SNM8Archeologick4ho!m0zea.

Samotn4!kresby!vyp&tral!1<.!decembra!roku!1931!spr&vca!jaskyne!Vojtech!Benick'!*Benick• 1943-1944+!pri!takmer!
ka dodennom!sk0man-!jaskyne!pod=a!pl&nu!Paloncyho!z)roku!193>!*Paloncy 1933+.!Na!tomto!pl&ne!v#ak!boli!zakreslen4!
iba!hlavn4!chodby,!¹...!preto!bolo!teda!treba!chodi5!po!jaskyni!dovtedy,!k'm!som!ju!dokonale!nepoznal.!Bolo!to!nevyhnut8
n4!i)so!zrete=om!na!celkov'!komunika%n'!pl&n!jaskyne,!ktor'!som!si!musel!pred!za%at-m!spr-stup/ovac-ch!pr&c!ur%i5...ª!
*Benick• 1943-1944, 1?7+.!Kresby!v)Domici!patria!medzi!prv4!zisten4!kresby!v)strednej!Eur"pe!v@bec!*Lichardus 1968,!7?+.!
Stali!sa!in#pir&ciou!k)zorganizovaniu!medzin&rodnej!spolupr&ce!na!zistenie!ich!absol0tneho!datovania.!

Zameranie jaskyne
Prv4!zameranie!jaskyne!a)na!/u!nadvCzuj0cich!chodieb!poch&dza!z)roku!193>!od!J.!Paloncyho!*1933+.!MaFarsk'!objavite=!
Hubert!Kessler,!ktor'!v)3>.!rokoch!spolupracoval!s)Vojtechom!Benick'm,)v)roku!1932!uskuto%nil!a)zaznamenal!prepojenie!
Domice!a)Baradly!zo!strany!Baradly!*Benick• 1934+.!Gal#ie!mapovania!zrealizovali!Droppa!v)roku!1961!*Hochmuth 2015+!
a!Droppa,!Jak&l!a!Ihovan!v)roku!196?!*Droppa 1972+,!pri%om!vych&dzali!z)trigonometrick'ch!bodov!%.!96?!a)%.!96<!osade8
n'ch!v)bl-zkosti!teraj#ieho!vchodu!do!jaskyne!Domica!*obr.!<+.!Prieskumom!a)mapovan-m!napr-klad!Meandrovej!chodby!
sa!zaoberali!Bella!a)Hol0bek!*2001+!a!chodieb!za!Nebezpe%n'm!d"mom!v)syst4me!Domice!Hochmuth!*2015+.!St&le!v#ak!
ch'ba!podrobnej#ie!zameranie!PosvCtnej!chodby!a)jej!bo%n'ch!%ast-,!kde!sa!na#li!kresby!a)stopy!po!uh=och.!

Poloha kresieb v jaskyni
U !pri!v'skumn'ch!pr&cach!:eskoslovensk4ho!Qt&tneho!archeologick4ho!0stavu!sa!zistilo,! e!os-dlenie!Domice!mo no!
rozdeli5!na!dve!%asti! *B%hm 1932+.!Prv&!%as5!od!vchodu!a !do!vzdialenosti!asi!3>>!m!bola!vyhraden&!denn4mu!  ivo8
tu!a)predstavovala!vlastne!skuto%n4!obydlia!%loveka!v)neolite.!Av#ak!zadn&,!hor#ie!pr-stupn&!%as5!a !do!vzdialenosti!asi!
6>>!m!od!vchodu,!bola!venovan&!in4mu!0%elu,!mo no!duchovn4mu,!ritu&lom.!V'skum!J.!BRhma!v)rokoch!1932!±!1933!

Obr.!?.!Mapa!jaskyne!Domica!na!slovenskom!0zem-!a!jej!detail!*Ga$l/Gruber 2014,!zostavili!T.!Balciar,!W.!Xa&l,!P.!Xa -k,!P.!Xruber,!V.!Y"th!s!pou it-m!
podkladov!A.!Droppu!a!Jaskyniarskej!skupiny!Baradla+.

Zig.!?.!Map!of!Domica!Iave!in!Slovakia!and!its!details!!(Ga$l/Gruber 2014,!edited!by!T.!Balciar,!W.!Xa&l,!P.!Xa -k,!P.!Xruber,!V.!Y"th!with!the!aid!of!
background!documents!from!A.!Droppa!and!the!Speleological!Xroup!Baradla+.
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Obr. 5. Zameranie jaskyne Domica A. Droppom a A. Chovanom v roku 1964 s pou!it"m bodov E. Paloncyho (pod#a Droppa 1972).

Fig. 5. Surveying of the Domica Cave by A. Droppa and A. Chovanec in 1964 with the aid of E. Paloncy's points (according to Droppa 1972).

Obr. 6. Os"dlenie jaskyne Domica v obdob" neolitu. $ierna ± are%l os"dlenia, bodkovan% ± plochy ob&van* iba +iasto+ne, - priestory dostupn* v +ase 
bukovohorskej kult/ry (pod#a Lichardus 1974).

Fig. 6. Settlement of the Domica Cave during the Neolithic. Black ± settlement area, dotted ± areas only partially inhabited, - places accessible at the 
time of the B0kk culture (according to Lichardus 1974).
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odhalil v!Domici intenz"vne neolitick# os"dlenie 
v!celkovej d$%ke asi 700 metrov (Lichardus 1968; 
1969). Hr&bka kult&rnej vrstvy od vstupnej 'asti 
smerom k!najvzdialenej*"m priestorom kol"*e od 
60 ± 100 cm a% po 2 cm (B!hm 1933b; Lichardus 
1968; 1969). 

Hlavn# os"dlenie v! tzv. prednej 'asti jas-
kyne bolo koncentrovan# vo Vstupnej chodbe, 
v!Predsieni a!v!Sieni jeden+stich plame/ov (obr. 
6). Tieto priestory s& takmer kompletne preb+-
dan#. Ve3k+ pozornos4 bola venovan+ aj v5skumu 
Posv8tnej chodby a oblasti bl"zko kresieb, ktor# 
vlastne patria do zadn5ch oblast" (Lichardus 1968; 
1969).

Kresby vytvoren# uh3om sa nach+dzaj& na 
v+pencovej stene jaskyne v! n"zkej, prvej z+pad-
ne orientovanej, bo'nej chodbe ± v5klenku v8'-
*ej tzv. Posv8tnej chodby (obr. 7), ktor5 &sti &z-
kym kom"nom do!D:mu myst#ri" (B!hm 1933a; 
1933b; 1933c; Benick" 1943-44; Lichardus 1968). 
Nie ve3mi *irok+, puklinovit+ Posv8tn+ chodba 
vlastne sp+ja tento D:m s!<al*"m ve3k5m priesto-
rom, Sie/ou ter+s. Vchod z!D:mu myst#ri" do Po-
sv8tnej chodby je skuto'ne magick5. Pod3a svojho 
obrovsk#ho, er:ziou vody brilantne vymodelova-
n#ho, neuverite3ne anatomicky realistick#ho tvaru 
(v5*ka asi = m), sa naz5va aj ¹Lono matky Zemeª 
(obr. >). Men*ie ¹lonoª sa nach+dza tie% z opa'nej 
strany, medzi Posv8tnou chodbou a Sie/ou ter+s.

Pod3a archeologick5ch prieskumov (B!hm 
1933a; 1933b; 1933c; Lichardus 1968, bola Posv8t-
n+ chodba kedysi d+vno v! neolite na obidvoch 
koncoch ohrani'en+ kolov5mi jamkami, 'o bud" 
dojem &pln#ho uzavretia ohradou, dvierkami, pr"-
padne jednoduchou drevenou kon*trukciou (obr. 
9). Zd+ sa, %e jedine tu sa na sten+ch nach+dza 
sple4 'iernych 'iar (obr. 10); nieko3ko uh3ov5ch 
st?p je aj v!zadnej oblasti jaskyne, v!'asti Palmo-
v5 h+j. Na niektor5ch miestach vidno jednoduch# 
'iary, na in5ch cel# zhluky, pr"padne asymetrick# 
kombin+cie 'iar alebo opakovanie jednoduch5ch 

Obr. 7. Mapa Posv8tnej chodby jaskyne Domica, '"sla ± 
miesta odberu vzoriek uh3ov na datovanie@ 20 ± vzorky 
GrA-B211= a OZT B0B (= C20 E 90 FP), 29 ± vzorka OZT B0= 
(> =70 E 100 FP), B2 ± vzorka OxA-BB10> (6 279 E B9 FP). 
Kresba a graIka@ Jgor Falciar.

Qig. 7. Map of the Sacred Corridor of Domica Rave, numbers 
± places were samples of carbon were taken for dating@ 20 
± samples GrA-B211= and OZT B0B (=,C20 E 90 FP), 29 ± 
sample OZT B0= (>,=70 E 100 FP), B2 ± sample OxA-BB10> 
(6,279 E B9 FP). Drawing and graphics@ Jgor Falciar.

Obr. >. Vchod do Posv8tnej chodby z D:mu myst#ri" (¹Lono 
matky Zemeª),v5*ka asi = m. Qoto@ Qranti*ek Ungel.

Qig. >. Untrance into Sacred Rorridor from the Mystery 
Dome (¹We Xomb of Mother Uarthª) height of around = m. 
Photograph by Qranti*ek Ungel.



20

Obr. 9. Kolov! jamky z obidvoch str"n na okrajoch Posv#tnej chodby (pod$a Lichardus 1968), zrejme pozostatky jednoduchej drevenej kon%trukcie.

Fig. 9. Holes le& by stakes from both sides on the edges of the Sacred Corridor (according to Lichardus 1968), probably the remnants of a simple 
wooden structure. 

vzorov. S' sp*soben! uh$om, ktor+ zrejme naj-astej%ie poch"dza z/otierania smoln+ch triesok (smoln1c) alebo fakie$, aby sa 
zv+%ila ich svietivos3 (Krajn!k 1929; B"hm 1933a, 1933b; Benick# 1943-44; B$rta 1965; Lichardus 1968). U4 v/roku 5929 ich 
%t"tny konzerv"tor J. Eisner navrhol ochra6ova3, preto4e dokazuj' pr1tomnos3 -loveka v/jaskyni v neolite (B$rta 1965, 70).

Relat•vne datovanie kresieb
Predpoklad" sa, 4e kresby poch"dzaj' z/neolitu a pravdepodobne patria bukovohorskej kult're (B"hm 1932; 1933a; 1933c; 
Lichardus 1968; 1974), preto4e ich charakter, vzory a/celkov! v+tvarn! rie%enie je podobn! ako v+zdoba n"dob, ale aj in+ch 
predmetov, ktor! zrejme vytvorili $udia 4ij'ci v/tom istom obdob1. 

Kresby,!ich anal"gie a interpret#cia
Tri evidentne intencion"lne obrazce s' v/podstate s'streden! tesne ved$a seba na jednom mieste (obr. 55). Nach"dzaj' sa 
na vertik"lnej jaskynnej stene tesne nad zemou, vo v+%ke asi 80 cm, tak4e neolitick" kult'rna vrstva je len 7: ± <2 cm pod 
'rov6ou kresieb (Lichardus 1968; 1974). Stopy uh$ov+ch -iar sa nevyskytuj' pod 'rov6ou neolitickej vrstvy. Lichardus 
(1968; 1974) kresby ozna-il ako A, B a/C a/uviedol aj ich rozmery.

Vzdialenos3 obrazca A/od ostatn+ch dvoch je 20 cm (Lichardus 1968; 1974). Pri poh$ade spredu sa kresby B a/C na=
ch"dzaj' tesne ved$a seba napravo od A, pri-om s' asi o/50 cm ni4%ie. Tesne pod kresbou C je na vypuklej%ej ploche zhluk 
v+raznej%1ch uh$ov+ch st*p, ktor+ je v%ak zrejme sp*soben+ sk*r n"hodn+m oterom fakle ne4 z"merne. >al%ie podobn! 
otery s' ni4%ie, v/pribli4nej vzdialenosti 20 cm aj pod kresbami A/a/B.

Samotn! kresby sa nach"dzaj' na rovnej%1ch ploch"ch tesne nad pr1rodn+mi prasklinami, ktor! akoby ich zospodu 
ohrani-ovali a/obrazce ich presahuj' iba m"lo. Ich -iary niekedy nekon-ia v/jednom bode, ale sa kri4uj'. S' nakreslen! 
na 4ltohnedej stene ohoren+m drevom (uh$om) (B"hm 1932; 1933a; 1933b). Vrstva uh$ov!ho, -ierneho farbiva je ve$mi 
tenk", zd" sa, 4e vznikla neopakovane, akoby boli kresby vytvoren! na jeden kr"t a/znova sa neobnovovali. Oproti prec1zne 
vytvoren+m ozdob"m na keramike budia dojem n"-rtov, mo4no ak+chsi zna-iek (znakov?).

Kresba A
Kresbu A (v+%ka 52< mm, %1rka 98 mm) predstavuje takmer %tvorcovit+ 'tvar (obr. 52@ A) so z"klad6ou na mierne krat%ej 
strane. Tento %tvorec je z/troch str"n, okrem spodnej strany, ohrani-en+ -iarami. Horn" -iara je k$ukat" (k$ukatka) so %tyr=
mi ostr+mi vrcholmi, z/ktor+ch dva vn'torn! maj' takmer rovnak' %1rku, zatia$ -o %1rka obidvoch okrajov+ch je oproti 
vn'torn+m takmer polovi-n". Bo-n! -iary %tvorca s' rovn! a/rovnobe4n!. Na spodnej -asti %tvorec ohrani-uje pr1rodn" 
puklina, takmer rovnobe4n" s/hornou k$ukatkou, iba na $avej strane zv+raznen" aj uh$om. 

Dtvorec je pribli4ne v/strede rozdelen+ -iarou rovnobe4nou s/hornou k$ukatkou, ktor" zdanlivo rozde$uje cel+ 
obrazec na horn' a doln' polovicu. Na stred tejto -iary sa v/hornej -asti nap"ja hrub%ia kolm" rovn" -iara nedosahuj'ca 
horn' k$ukatku. Asi v/jej hornej tretine ju pret1na ten%ia -iara tak, 4e to pripom1na kr14. Zd" sa, akoby k/z"kladni (resp. 
od z"kladne) tohto ¹kr14aª pri poh$ade spredu smerovali k/okrajov+m vrcholom k$ukatky na$avo dve %ikm!, a/napravo 
tri navz"jom rovnobe4n! -iary. 
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Obr. 10. Uh!ov" stopy, #iary, zhluky #iar, otery smoln$c alebo fakie! v%Posv&tnej chodbe. Foto: Franti'ek Engel.

Fig. 10. Carbon traces, lines, clusters of lines, abrasions from tinder lights or torches in the Sacred Corridor. Photograph by Franti'ek Engel.
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V dolnej!polovine!obrazca!od!p"ty!kr#$a!smeruj%!dve!&iary! 'ikmo!po!oboch!stran(ch!k proti)ahl*m!spodn*m!
rohom!'tvorca.!+av(!je!rovnej'ia!a takmer!skuto&ne!kon&#!v )avom!rohu,!zatia)!&o!prav(!&iara!je!hrub'ia!a sk-r!konk(vna,!
a kon&#!napojen#m!sa!vo!v*'ke!asi!dolnej!tretiny!na!prav%!okrajov%!&iaru!'tvorca.!Z najhlb'ej!&asti!ohybu!/konkavity0!
vych(dza!&iara!smeruj%ca!dole!ved)a!bo&n1ho!okraja!obrazca!smerom!k okraju!tvoren1ho!puklinou.!Pribli$ne!kolmo!na!
)av%!rovnej'iu!&iaru!smeruj%!tri!rovnobe$n1!&iary,!ktor1!na!druhej!strane!tie$!kon&ia!v dolnej!pukline.!V'etky!tieto!&iary!

Obr.!32.!N(&rty!kresieb!A!/v*'ka!327!mm,!'#rka!95!mm0,!B!/maxim(lna!'#rka!326!mm,!maxim(lna!d4$ka!338!mm0!/pod)a!Lichardus!397:0!a!C!
/maxim(lna!'#rka!326!mm,!maxim(lna!d4$ka!338!mm0,!kresba!Kuba'ta!/pod)a!Mac(k!39580.

Fig.!32.!Sketches!of!drawings!A!/height!327!mm,!width!95!mm0,!B!/maximum!width!326!mm,!maximum!length!338!mm0!/according!to!Lichardus!
397:0!and!C!/maximum!width!326!mm,!maximum!length!338!mm0,!drawing!by!Kuba'ta!/according!to!Mac(k!39580.

Obr.!33.!Jasky;a!Domica,!/Ke&ovo,!Slovensk*!kras,!Slovensk(!republika0,!geometrick1!kresby!v!bo&nej!chodbe!Posv"tnej!chodby,!neolit!?!Foto<!
Franti'ek!Engel.

Fig.!33.!Domica!cave,!/Ke&ovo,!Slovak!karst,!Slovak!Republic0,!geometrical!drawings!in!the!lateral!corridor!of!the!Sacred!Corridor,!Neolithic?!
Photograph!by!Franti'ek!Engel.
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sa v!pr"rodnej pukline lomia opa#n$m sme-
rom a!potom e%te p&r centimetrov pokra#uj'.

Kr"(, ktor$ mo(no vznikol nepresnos-
)ou n&#rtu, m*(e by) verziou tvaru p"smena 
T! +Lichardus 1968/. Je umiestnen$ v! strede 
kresby uprostred r*znych rovn$ch, rovnobe(-
n$ch a! aj lomen$ch #iar, a! hore ohrani#en$ 
k0ukatkou. Zd& sa, (e T ± zrejme schematick& 
0udsk& postava sa v!celkovom kontexte nach&-
dza v! akomsi pr"rodnom prostred", ktor$m 
m*(e by) aj jasky1a, pr"padne vrchy +Lichar-
dus 1968; Farka! 1990/. Pr&ve kombin&cia 
r*znych #iar evokuje nepravidelnosti jaskyn-
n4ho a!horsk4ho prostredia. Mo(no predpo-
klada), (e tu ide o ur#it$ dej +Lichardus 1968/.

Analogick4 mot"vy sa nach&dzaj' pre-
dov%etk$m na bukovohorskej keramike +B"hm 
1932; Kraskovsk# 1933; B#rta 1957; Lichardus 
1968; 1972; 1974; $i!ka 1986/, kde tvoria jednu 
z! variant %irok$ch mo(nost" v$zdoby najm5 
keramiky. Tzv. T vzor sa vyskytuje v!r&mci jej 
kompoz"cie na!trojuholn"kovit$ch ploch&ch na 
n&dob&ch alebo ako mot"v na plastik&ch, resp. 
idoloch +Lichardus 1968; 1974/. Konkr4tnym 
pr"kladom m*(e by) v$zdoba n&doby AP 8679 
zo zbierky SNM-Archeologick4ho M'zea 
v!Bratislave +obr. 63; 6:< : ± Kraskovsk# 1933; 
Eisner 1933; Lichardus 1974/. Patr" ku klasic-
kej bukovohorskej keramike, stupe1 B +Li-
chardus 1974/. V$zdoba na tenkostennej pol-
gu0ovitej miske +priemer 'stia 6=>!± 6=8!mm, 
najv5#%" rozmer 6:2 ± 6:: mm, priemer dna 
:3!±!:>!mm/ je vytvoren& vrypmi pravdepo-
dobne hrebe1om, pri#om ryhy s' vyplnen4 
svetlookrov$m farbivom. Telo n&doby je roz-
delen4 %tyrmi ve0k$mi meandrovit$mi vlnov-
kami na %tyri #asti, ktor4 maj' v!podstate tvar 
%tyroch ve0k$ch trojuholn"kov so z&klad1ami 
na okraji n&doby a!vrcholmi smerom ku dnu. 
V! strede ka(d4ho trojuholn"ka vedie rovno-
be(ne s!okrajom k0ukat& #iara, v!strede ktorej 
je vyryt4 T o!v$%ke asi 67 mm. Od p5ty T!k!vr-
cholu ka(d4ho z! trojuholn"kov smerom ku 
dnu ved' rovn4 alebo!vlnovkovit4 dve navz&-
jom rovnobe(n4 #iary. Na miske s' v(dy opro-
ti sebe dvojice rovnak4ho tvaru. V%etky plochy 
okrem miesta okolo T s' vyplnen4 mnoho-
n&sobn$mi rovnobe(n$mi #iarami, pri#om 
niektor4 z!nich sa navz&jom nap&jaj' lomene. 
Tieto #iary ± l"nie vytvoren4 ryt"m dop?1aj' 
meandrovit$ vzor %tyroch ve0k$ch vlnoviek. 
Priestor bez vzoru za T m& tvar viacuholn"ka, 
ktor$ sa v! oblasti smerom k! okraju n&doby 
zu(uje a! kon#" k0ukatkou s! tromi vrcholmi. 
S! ve0kou pravdepodobnos)ou by mohlo "s) 
o!sch4mu postavy +T/ v!pr"rodnom priestore 
na za#iatku alebo na konci nejakej cesty. 

Obr. 63. N&doba AP 8679, neolit, line&rna keramika, bukovohorsk& kult'ra, stupe1 B, 
z!jaskyne Domica +Ke#ovo, Slovensk$ kras, Slovensko/, zo zbierky Slovensk4ho n&rodn4ho 
m'zea ± Archeologick4ho m'zea, priemer 'stia 6=> ± 6=8 mm, priemer dna :3 ± :> mm, 
poh0ad z troch najzachovalej%"ch str&n. Foto< Franti%ek Engel.

Fig. 63. Vessel AP 8679, Neolithic, linear pottery, B@kk culture, B degree, from Domica Cave 
+Ke#ovo, Slovak Karst, Slovak Republic/, from the collection of the Slovak National Museum  
- Museum of Archaeology, diameter of the mouth 6=> ± 6=8 mm, diameter of the bottom :3 
± :> mm, view from the three best preserved sides. Photograph by Franti%ek Engel.
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Kresba B
Kresba B (v!"ka 126 mm, "#rka stredov$ho obd%&nika 42 mm, "#rka s'bo)n!mi ¹rukamiª 112 mm* zjednodu"ene pozost+va 
z'troch obd%&nikov!ch -tvarov, a to z've.k$ho centr+lneho obd%&nika a dvoch men"#ch, ktor$ sa symetricky nap+jaj- na 
centr+lny po stran+ch (obr/ 12: B*/ Najv0)"# obd%&nik stoj# na krat"ej strane a'obidva bo)n$ sa na neho nap+jaj- v'prvej "tvr3
tine trocha zo"ikmene/ Vo vn-tri bo)n!ch obd%&nikov ved- dve )iary rovnobe&n$ s'dlh"#mi stranami/ Centr+lny obd%&nik 
je vyplnen! "ikm!mi l#niami, ktor$ sa v'strede kri&uj-; pribli&ne p05 z.ava zdola ± doprava hore a'zasa opa)ne "es5 sprava 
zdola ± do.ava hore/ Kon)ia'pribli&ne v hornej tretine, v podstate pod dvomi pravideln!mi polobl-kmi, nad ktor!mi zost+3
va nevyplnen! (takmer )ist!* priestor/ Medzi obl-kmi )iasto)ne pokra)uje jedna z')iar a'kolmo na 7u, na spojenie obl-kov 
v'strede, sa nap+ja nieko.kocentimetrov+ 8al"ia )iara/ Nad prav!m obd%&nikom s- nejasn$ zvy"ky farbiva/

Celkovo sa kresba podob+ na postavu &eny (B•hm 1933b* bez hlavy/ Zd+ sa, akoby bola oble)en+ do odevu ozdo3
ben$ho typick!mi v!tvarn!mi geometrick!mi mot#vmi, ktor$ sa nach+dzaj- aj na kresbe A/ 

Vodorovn+ )iara medzi polobl-kmi spolu s'jej pripojen#m m9&e by5 parafr+zou na T3mot#v a'v'kone)nom d9sledku 
sa antropomorfn+ sch$ma T v'malom priestore bez vzorov prel#na s'.udskou postavou/ 

Kresba C
Obrazec C (maxim+lna "#rka 126 mm, maxim+lna d%&ka 11< mm* m+ tvar rovnoramenn$ho trojuholn#ka (obr/ 12: C*, pri3
)om jeho krat"ia z+klad7a je oto)en+ ku kresbe B a'ramen+ sa nap+jaj- v'ostrom uhle, ale v'zaoblenom vrchole/ Kresba po3
zost+va z'najmenej troch s-stredn!ch trojuholn#kov, ktor$ maj- )iary ramien jemne vlnit$, a'niekedy sa nenap+jaj- najm0 
na z+klad7u presne, ale sa pret#naj-/ Zd+ sa, &e v'najvn-tornej"om trojuholn#ku je )iara kolm+ na z+klad7u, ktor+'vlastne 
kon)# v'malom )iernom trojuholn#ku/ 

Identick$ meandre sa nach+dzaj- na kultov!ch n+dob+ch gemerskej line+rnej keramiky, kde sa podobn$ obrazce 
vyskytuj- v' s-vislosti so zobrazen#m .udskej tv+re alebo cel$ho antropomorfn$ho mot#vu (Lichardus 1968*/ Fragment 
podobne vyzdobenej n+doby poch+dza aj priamo z'Domice/ Takmer abstraktn+ geometrick+ kresba C nemus# pripom#na5 
len .udsk- tv+r (hlavu*, ale m9&e by5 aj lonom &eny/

Tesne pri vchode do bo)nej chodby s kresbami sa nach+dza e"te jedna, ktor- mo&no teoreticky ozna)i5 ako D (obr/ 
14*/ Spom#na sa v"ak jedine v podobe vyobrazenia od V/ Kuba"ty v publik+cii Mac+ka (1950*/ Zrejme ide iba o'novovek$ 
ozna)enie miesta kresieb/ 

Obr/ 14/ Kresba D (rozmery asi 1< x 1< cm*, zrejme novovek$ ozna)enie lokality/ Foto: Franti"ek Engel/

Fig/ 14/ Drawing D (dimensions approx/ 1< x 1< cm*, probably a modern marking of the site/ Photograph by Franti"ek Engel/
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Kresby a•ich t€my 
Pod a!B"hma!(1932)!kresby!predstavuj#!geometrick$!ornamenty!rozvrhnut$!do!troch!uzavret%ch!obrazcov.!Ich!z&kladn%m!
v%tvarn%m!prvkom!je!meander!±!hlavn%!mot'v,!ktor%!*t%lovo!s#vis'!s+geometrickou!ornamentikou!na!bohat%ch!n&lezoch!
neolitickej!bukovohorskej!a+gemerskej!line&rnej!(Tiszadob)!keramiky!v+Domici,!ale!aj!v+in%ch!jaskyniach!a+otvoren%ch!lo-
kalit&ch!(obr.!15).!Pre!ich!vysvetlenie!je!na!jednej!strane!d/le0it%!kontext!a+celkov&!zobrazen&!situ&cia!±!sc$na!a+na!druhej!
strane!3gur&lne!mot'vy!a+jednotliv$!symboly,!ktor$!sa!m/0u!kombinova4.!Z+Domice!poch&dzaj#!#lomky!keramiky!s+mot'-
vom!T,!kde!evidentne!namiesto!plastick$ho!nosa!a+vyryt%ch!o6'!pr&ve!T!spolu!s+ur6it%m!tvarom!meandrov!a+6iar!zobrazuje!

Obr.!15.!V%zdoba!s!mot'vom!T!a!meandrami!na!neolitickej!line&rnej!bukovohorskej!a!gemerskej!(Tiszadob)!keramike!a!idoloch:!1,!2,!7!±!Domica!
(B rta!1957),!8!±!Domica!(Lichardus!1972),!5!±!Domica,!n&doba!AP!91;<!(Kraskovsk !1933;!Lichardus!1974),!=!±!Domica!(B rta!1965),!<!±!Ardovsk&!
jasky>a!(Lichardus!1974),!9a,b,!?a,b!±!@ari*sk$!Micha any!("i#ka!1986),!kresby!K.!Nagy!(Raczky/Anders!2003),!1;a,b!±!Polg&r-Tikos!(Lichardus!1974),!
11a,b!±!Miskolc-FCtEh&z!(Lichardus!1974).

Fig.!15.!Decoration!with!the!ªTº!motif!and!meanders!on!Neolithic!linear!BGkk!and!Hemer!(Tiszadob)!pottery!and!idols:!1,!2,!7!±!Domica!(B rta!1957),!
8!±!Domica!(Lichardus!1972),!5!±!Domica,!vessel!AP!91;<!(Kraskovsk !1933,!Lichardus!1974),!=!±!Domica!(B rta!1965),!<!±!Ardovsk&!Jave!(Lichardus!
1974),!9a,b,!?a,b!±!@ari*sk$!Micha any!("i#ka!1986),!drawings!K.!Nagy!(Raczky/Anders!2003),!1;a,b!±!Polg&r-Tikos!(Lichardus!1974),!11a,b!±!Miskolc-
FCtEh&z!(Lichardus!1974).
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schematick !mot"v!tv#re!(Lichardus 1974).!Av$ak!
na!kresbe!A,!hoci!sa!podob#!na!v jav!na!%repoch,!
mot"v!T! sk&r!pripom"na!postavu!a'%iary!okolo!
neho! pr"rodn*! prostredie.! Kresba! B! m&+e! sku-
to%ne!zobrazova/!+ensk0!postavu!a'kresba!C'jej!
konkr*tnej$iu! %as/! tela! (hlavu! ±! tv#r! ?! lono?).!
Antropomorfn !mot"v!T!sa!objavuje! v' r&znom!
kontexte!(stavebn*!prvky,!ma1ba!na!sten#ch,!tvar!
plast"k! a' i.)! u+! od! epipaleolitu! napr.! v!G3bekli!
Tepe,!4alej!v!Nevali!5ori,!Latmos!(Turecko),!ale!
aj! v!mlad$om! eneolitickom! hassunsko-samarr-
skom!obdob"!v'oblasti!Prednej!7zie!a'Anat8lie!
(Tekin 2005; Schmidt 2006;!Lichter 2007).

Obyvate1stvo!line#rnej!kult0ry!v'strednej!
Eur8pe,!ku!ktor*mu!patrili!aj!obyvatelia!Domi-
ce,!sa!udr+alo!aj!v'4al$om!v voji!v'Podunajsku!
a' stalo! sa! jednou!zo! z#kladn ch! zlo+iek! v voja!
dne$nej! eur8pskej! kult0ry! a' civiliz#cie! (Bickle/
Whittle 2013).!

Popul#cia!bukovohorskej! kult0ry!patrila!
k've1kej!skupine!tvorcov!line#rnej!keramiky,!kto-
r#!od!Ukrajiny!a'9ierneho!mora!os"d1ovala!v'$i-
rokom!p#se!cel*!Podunajsko!a+!po!R n.!Vo!vn0t-
rokarpatskom!priestore!mo+no!sledova/!dvojit !
v voj,!a!to!v!povod"!Dunaja!(mlad#!line#rna!ke-
ramika! s!typick m! tzv.! notov m! ornamentom!
a!+eliezovsk#! skupina)! a!v!Potis"! (v chodn#! li-
ne#rna! keramika! a!mlad$ie! region#lne! skupiny!
s!keramikou!zdobenou!ryt"m!a!ma1ovan"m).

Bukovohorsk#!keramika!patr"!k'v chod-
nej!oblasti,! sused"!s' v chodnou!%as/ou!na!Du-
naji!a'Tise,!v'bezprostrednej!bl"zkosti!Hegyalje,!
odkia1!sa!dod#val!obsidi#n!ako!materi#l!na!n#-
stroje.!Mo+no!v4aka!tejto!$peci:ckej!polohe!sa!
bukovohorsk#!keramika!vyvinula!do!najkraj$ej!
neolitickej! keramiky! v' strednej! Eur8pe,! s' pre-
kvapuj0cou!technickou!dokonalos/ou,!zlo+itos-
/ou!a'mnohotv#rnos/ou!v zdoby!(B!hm 1933b;!
Piatni"kov# 2010).

Podobn• t•my v€in•ch jaskyniach
Stopy!po!oteroch!fakie1!sa!na$li!vo!viacer ch!jas-
kyniach!Slovensk*ho!krasu,!pri%om!v'Ardovskej!
a!v'Silickej!1adnici!boli!objaven*!aj!4al$ie!uh1ov*!
n#%rty,! ktor*! pripom"naj0! mot"vy! T! na! kresbe!
A' v' Domici.! Pod1a! niektor ch,! zatia1! nepubli-
kovan ch,!absol0tnych!datovan"!s0!v$ak!o'nie%o!
mlad$ie.

J.!B3hm!a!J.!Kunsk !na$li!v'/a+$ie!pr"stup-
nej,! priepas/ovitej! chodbe! Ardovskej! jaskyne!
$tyri!ve1mi!schematick*!uh1ov*!kresby!(%.!<!±!=),!
ktor*!¹znovuobjavilª! jaskyniar! I.!Balciar!(B!hm 
1932;! Lichardus 1968;! B#nesz 1978;! $ef"#kov# 
2007; 2008b).!Z!Ardovskej! jaskyne!poch#dza!aj!
fragment! antropomorfnej! n#doby! (obr.! <>@! F)!
s'mot"vom!T!umiestnen m!na!jej!hrdle!(Lichar-
dus 1968; 1974).!

Obr.!<6.!Zna%ky!s!mot"vom!T!v!slovensk ch!jaskyniach@!A!±!priepas/ovit#!chodba!
v!Ardovskej!jaskyni,!kresba!%.!Q!(pod1a!B#nesz 1978);!B!±!bo%n !v klenok!v!
Archeologickom!d8me!pri!Vstupnej!priepasti,!Silick#!1adnica;!C!±!Archeologick !d8m!
pri!prechode!do!sif8nu!Kufr,!Silick#!1adnica.!Woto@!A,!C!Wranti$ek!Engel;!B!±!Jaroslav!
Stankovi%.!!

Wig.!<6.!Signs!with!the!ªTº!motif!in!Slovak!caves@!A!±!abyss-like!corridor!in!Ardovsk#!
Cave,!drawing!no.!Q!(according!to!B#nesz 1978);!B!±!side!alcove!in!the!Archeological!
Dome!by!the!Entrance!Chasm,!Silick#!1adnica!Cave;!C!-!Archeological!Dome!near!the!
passageway!into!the!siphon!Kufr,!Silick#!1adnica!Cave.!Photograph!by!A,!C!Wranti$ek!
Engel;!B!±!Jaroslav!Stankovi%.!!
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Na tzv. kresbe 3 (obr. 16: A) s! viacn"sobn#, zvlnen#, pribli$ne horizont"lne l%nie a&tesne nad nimi n"'rt v&tvare kr%$a, 
ktor* sa podob" na ¹&Tª s&trocha presahuj!cou vertik"lnou 'iarou (hlava?). Zvlnen# l%nie pripom%naj! n"znak pr%rodn#ho 
prostredia, mo$no tok vody, pr%padne lo+ku a ¹Tª -tylizovan! /udsk! postavu s&rozpa$en*mi rukami. Konven'n* 14C vek 
kresby 3 je 2 735 0 48 BP (OZT 381), kalibrovan* vek 2 759 ± 2 923 BP a&stredn" hodnota 2 ;27 BP (neskor" bronzov" ± v'as<
n" hal-tatsk" doba) (=ef'"kov">Levchenko 2817, in print).

V&Silickej /adnici si v-imol dvoch n"padnej-%ch jednoduch*ch kresieb jaskyniar J. Stankovi'. 
Na obidvoch s! vyobrazenia v&tvare ¹Tª. Prv# sa nach"dza severov*chodne v&malom bo'nom v*klenku v&Archeolo<

gickom d@me, bl%zko Vstupnej priepasti (obr. 16: B). Ide o&vertik"lnu mierne zvlnen! 'iaru dlh-iu ako 18 cm, ktor" pribli$ne 
v&strede kolmo pret%na v*razn! horizont"lnu 'iaru o&dD$ke asi 18 cm. 

Eruh" kresba je umiestnen" severoz"padne, na opa'nom konci Archeologick#ho d@mu, bl%zko prechodu do sif@nu 
Kufr. Ide vlastne o&¹Tª vysok# asi 6,5 cm (obr. 16: C), ved/a ktor#ho vidno zhluk viacer*ch 'iar takmer rovnobe$n*ch s ¹Tª. 
Fiary pripom%naj! schematick! /udsk! postavu (v*-ka cca 15 cm). Na !zky takmer obdD$nikovit* trup s&nen"padnou hlavou 
sa nap"jaj! 'iary pripom%naj!ce horn# a doln# kon'atiny. V&tomto pr%pade by mohlo ¹Tª predstavovaG nejak* n"stroj. 

ABSOLHTNM EATOVANIA Z&KULTHRNYCQ VRSTIMV

Prv• datovania
Na po'iatku pWGdesiatych rokov geol@govia v&Eomici sk!mali stopy kult!rnych vrstiev v&podobe uhl%kov*ch lamin"ci%, ktor# 
sa objavili pri vzniku a&raste kvap/ov (Petr•nek/Pouba 1951, 233<234). Takto nielen$e zisGovali vek kvap/ov, ale v&kone'nom 
dXsledku to prinieslo aj +al-ie inform"cie o&'ase os%dlenia jaskyne. Tmav# vrstvi'ky vznikli v&priebehu spa/ovania dreva v&jas<
kyni a mX$u byG dobr*m indik"torom os%dlenia jaskyne 'lovekom. V-imol si ich u$ Benick* (1936a, 19).

[eol@govia sa opierali o&archeologick* v*skum a datovanie bukovohorskej keramiky. Stanovili si pevn* bod na sle<
dovanie rastu kvap/ov pribli$ne za posledn*ch 4 388 rokov, ktor# delia s!'asnosG od posledn#ho obdobia, kedy bola Eomica 
ob*van". Porovnan%m hr!bok tmav*ch vrstiev s&hr!bkou sintra zistili, $e sa os%dlenie Eomice za posledn*ch 4 388 rokov 
opakovalo najmenej desaG kr"t v&celkovom rozmedz% 168 ± 3;8 rokov. Qoci sa uk"zalo, $e rast kvap/ov je ve/mi nepravideln*, 
preto$e z"vis% od lok"lnych zmien stekania, vyparovania, pr!denia vzduchu at+., v&rXznych 'astiach jaskyne sa zistilo, $e za 
posledn*ch 4 588 rokov sinter nar"stol maxim"lne o&5 cm na v*-ku a&kvaple o&2 a$ 9 cm. Z&toho vydedukovali, $e 1 cm sintra 
narastie pod/a rXznych okolnost% za 688 a$ 2 588 rokov (Petr•nek/Pouba 1951, 234).

Prv* absol!tny chronologick* !daj z&Eomice (tab. 1), ktor* poskytlo&konven'n# datovanie pomocou izotopu 14C 
v&holandskom laborat@riu v [roningene, je 6 8;8 0 75 rokov BP, 4 128 0 75 rokov BC ([rn ± 2 435) (B•rta 1965, 66\ Vogel/
Waterbolk 1964, 355\ Gradzi!ski et al. 2007, 42), resp. kalibrovan* vek 7178 ± 6 758 cal BP (0 2]). Vzorka poch"dzala z&od<
krytej vrstvy stmelen*ch uhl%kov z&v*chodnej 'asti Siene jeden"stich plame^ov (priame pokra'ovanie Vstupnej chodby). 
V&priebehu z"plav tu voda odplavila kult!rnu vrstvu spod mlad-ej sintrovej platne, ktor" sa poru-en%m Ga$iska vlastnou v"hou 
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[rn<2435 uhl%k vrstva Ke'ovo Sie^ 11 plame^ov, 
V 'asG

6 8;8 0 75_ 7 178 < 6 758 B"rta 1965\ Vogel, àterbolk 
1964

KN<I.249 uhl%k vrstva 5 ;38 0 178 7 288 < 6 258 vzorka J. Lichardusa z roku 
19;7___

Poz<2444 uhl%k sinter Eom S1 Panensk" chodba, 
doln" 'asG

5 758 0 38 6 648 < 6 468 [radziqski et al. 2887

Poz<2442 uhl%k sinter Eom S2 Sie^ odvahy, horn" 
'asG

6 328 0 48 7 338 < 7 168 [radziqski et al. 2887

OxA<3318; uhl%k vrstva Eomica 32 PCQ < Z v*klenok, 
pod kresbami

6 279 0 39 __ =ef'"kov" nepubl.

OZT383 uhl%k oter 
< stena

Eomica 28 PCQ < SV bo'n" 
chodba

4 528 0 98 4 ;77 < 5 447 5 161 =ef'"kov", Levchenko 2817, 
in print

OZT384 uhl%k oter 
< stena

Eomica 29 PCQ < Z v*klenok, 
ved/a kresieb

; 478 0 188 9 257 < 9 657 9 473 =ef'"kov", Levchenko 2817, 
in print

Tab.1. Absol!tne d"ta z jaskyne Eomica. _ 4 128 0 75 BC, __ 5 356 ± 5 287 cal BC (93,2 w),  
___ Breuning 19;7 in [radziqski et al. 2887, PCQ ± PosvWtn" chodba, V ± v*chodn", Z ± z"padn*, SV ± severov*chodn" .  

Tab.1. Absolute data from Eomica Cave. _ 4 128 0 75 BC, __ 5 356 ± 5 287 cal BC (93,2 w), 
___ Breuning 19;7 in [radziqski et al. 2887, PCQ ± Sacred Corridor, V ± east, Z ± {est, SV ± north<east      



28

prelomila a pritom sa vrstva uhl!kov odkryla. Uhl!ky 
zrejme poch"dzali z#drev!n, ktor$ sa v#tom %ase naj%as-
tej&ie pou'!vali na podpal: buk (Fagus silvatica), dub 
(Quercus sp.), div! "ere#$a (Prunus sp.), br#len (Euony-
mus sp.), re#etliak (Rhamnus saxatilis) a%breza (Betula 
sp.) (pod&a ur"enia E. Krippela, B!rta 1965, 66). 

Druh' *daj z%Domice 5 830 + 170 rokov (KN-
I.249), resp. 7 200 ± 6 250 cal BP (+ 2/) poch!dza zo 
vzorky od J. Lichardusa (Breuning 1987, cit. pod&a: 
Gradzi"ski et al. 2007, 42). 

K% u; spom<nan'm r!diokarb=nov'm datova-
niam mo;no priradi> dva *daje z%laborat=ria v%Poznani 
(tab. 1): Dom S1 (Poz-2444) 5 750 + 30 BP, "o je 6 640 
± 6 460 cal BP (+ 2/) a Dom S2 (Poz-2 442) 6 320 + 40 
BP, "o je 7 330 ± 7 160 cal BP (+%2/) (Gradzi"ski et al. 
2007). Na datovanie boli pou;it? dva asi 1 cm hrub? 
k*sky sintra, v%priereze s%"iernymi vrstvi"kami. Vzorka 
Dom S1 poch!dzala z%dolnej "asti Panenskej chodby 
a%vzorka Dom S2 z%hornej "asti Siene odvahy. 

Zvl!#tnou kateg=riou s* U@A d!ta z<skan? 
v Domici vCaka slovensko-po&skej spolupr!ci datova-
n<m tmav'ch vrstvi"iek v% stalagmitoch zo z!padnej 
"asti jaskyne Siene odvahy (Gradzi"ski et al. 2002). 
Tieto vrstvi"ky mal'ch "ast<c uhl<ka s% aromatick'mi 
organick'mi zmesami sa vytvorili po"as spa&ovania 
dreva v%jaskyni a%s* dokladom jej os<dlenia. Z%pFvod-
ne analyzovan'ch #iestich vzoriek poskytli tri re!lnej-
#< v'sledok. Tmav? lamin!cie vo vzorke 7 s* mlad#ie 
ako 24%000%+ 4 000 rokov (resp. 22 000 + 8 000 rokov) 
a%star#ie ako 9 000 + 3 000 rokov (resp. 7 000 + 9 000 
rokov). Tmav? lamin!cie vo vzorke 3 mF;u by> dokon-
ca star#ie ako 30 000 rokov. Gutori v#ak prizn!vaj*, ;e 
v%tom "ase nemali inform!cie o% izotopovom zlo;en< 
detritickej kontamin!cie v% spom<nan'ch sintrov'ch 
n!tekoch, "o mohlo spFsobi> skreslenie v'sledkov 
a%zv'#i> smerodajn? odch'lky. Napriek tomu nevylu-
"uj* mo;nos> os<dlenia Domice e#te skFr ako v neolite. 

Pleistoc•nne n€lezy v Domici 
V% roku 1932 sa v% Domici v% Majkovom (Hlavnom) 
d=me pri stavbe mostu na#iel v% sekund!rnej polohe 
v naplavenin!ch ju;n?ho pr<toku rieky Styx plo#ne 
opracovan' szeleti?nsky listovit' hrot (dO;ka 108 mm, 
#<rka 37 mm, hr*bka 13 mmQ obr. 17). Predpoklad! sa, 
;e bol vyroben' z%tmavo#ed?ho kremenn?ho porf'ru, 
ktor?ho prim!rne n!lezisko je z okolia Mi#kovca (B!r-
ta 1982). PFvodn! poloha mohla by> niekde v%pred-
n'ch priestoroch jaskyne, kde bolo mo;n? o"ak!va> 
s*dob? os<dlenie (B#hm 1933aQ B!rta 1965), pravde-
podobne v%oblasti pFvodn?ho vchodu. 

Dne#n', umelo vyhOben' vstup do Domice je 
vlastne upraven' pFvodn' vchod, ktor' existoval u; 
v% pleistoc?ne a bol vyplnen' naplaven'mi #trkom 
a ;Otkou obsahuj*cou drobn* pFvodn* faunu. E#te 
v% obdob< neolitu bol star' vchod *plne zanesen' 
a%v%predsieni bol dokonca uzavret' mohutnou traver-
t<novou vrstvou, tak;e sa bolo mo;n? dosta> dovn*tra 

Rbr. 17. Szeleti?nsky listovit' hrot z Domice, dO;ka 108 mm, #<rka 37 mm, 
hr*bka 13 mm,  pravdepodobne vyroben' z tmavo#ed?ho kremenn?ho porf'ru, 
prim!rne n!lezisko z okolia Mi#kovca (pod&a B!rta 1982).

Wig. 17. Szeletien leaf-shaped point from Domica, length 108 mm, width 37 mm, 
thickness 13 mm,  probably made of dark grey quartz porphyry, primary deposit 
from around Mi#kovec (according to B!rta 1982).

Rbr. 18. Jasky$a Domica, miesto 32, #<pka ± miesto odberu uhl<ka na datovanie. 
Woto: Wranti#ek Engel.

Wig. 18. Domica Xave, location 32, arrow ± place where the sample of charcoal 
was taken for dating. Photograph by Wranti#ek Engel.
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iba hlbok!m a"kolm!m kom#nom. Asi 7 m hlbok! kom#n $stil do pomerne n#zkeho priestoru, ktor! sa roz%iroval do ve&kej 
a"%irokej chodby (B•hm 1933a, 1933b). S$'asn! vchod Domice na"$rovni dna plytk*ho z+vrtu pri $p-t# ju/n!ch v!be/kov 
Silickej planiny prer+/a zasypan$ chodbu, ktor+ je spom#nan!m p0vodn!m najstar%#m pleistoc*nnym vchodom do jaskyne, 
le/iacej na $p-t# k1ty 464 a"taktie/ nazvanej Domica (B!rta 1965, 63). Aktu+lne oblasti (obr. 6) boli archeologicky prec#zne 
preb+dan* (B•hm 1932; 1933a; 1933b; B!rta 1957; Lichardus 1968; 1969; 1974), ch!ba presk$ma5 'as5 Predsiene, kde sa na8
ch+dzaj$ n+lezy pod kvap&ovou v!zdobou a"Vstupn$ chodbu s"n+lezmi pod dne%n!m chodn#kom (Lichardus 1969).

Dnes je vavr#nov! list nezvestn!. V"roku 3942 ho v"Prahe zabavilo gestapo zatknut*mu doc. R. Voj+'kovi, ktor! mal 
urobi5 petrogra:ck$ anal!zu n+stroja (B!rta 1982).

Priamo z"pleistoc*nnych hlinit!ch a %trkov!ch n+nosov v"Suchej chodbe a v"'asti chodby smeruj$cej k"tzv. Priepasti 
v"ni/%om poschod# Domice na konci Siene jeden+stich plame<ov poch+dzaj$ n+lezy v-'%ej fauny, a to najm- jaskynn*ho 
medve=a (Ursus spelaeus) a"na%iel sa aj $lomok zubu stredopleistoc*nneho slona asi druhu Elephas meridionalis (Kettner 
1936; B!rta  1957). N+lezy bli/%ie analyzoval Josef Augusta, asistent paleontol1gie na Karlovej univerzite (Kettner 1936, 
72). Pod&a v%etk*ho poch+dzaj$ z"najstar%ieho pleistoc*nneho akumula'n*ho obdobia ¹aª v jaskyni, ktor* nasledovalo po 
er1znom %t+diu ¹Aª (Droppa 1972). Stratigra:cky v%ak paleolitick* vrstvy v"Domici neboli zatia& potvrden*.

Pri h&adan# paleolitick!ch vrstiev sond+/nymi pr+cami v"roku 39>9 spr+vca Domice a"Baradly H. Kessler narazil 
v"Posv-tnej chodbe v"h?bke 2,2@ m na 'iernu magnezitov$ strusku a"vykry%talizovan! v+penec. Predpokladal, /e objavil 
paleolitick* ohnisko, 'o v%ak M. Mottlov+ zis5ovac#m v!skumom v"roku 394@ nepotvrdila (Lichardus 1968, 3C). M. Mott8
lov+ a"H. Kessler boli ma=arsk# b+datelia, ktor# v"priebehu druhej svetovej vojny uskuto'nili men%ie, viac8menej zis5ovacie 
archeologick* v!skumy, z"ktor!ch neolitick! n+lezov! materi+l nebol evidovan! a"ani publikovan! (Lichardus 1969). 

Datovanie v•roku 2016
Pri pr#le/itosti datovania oterov a"znakov zo stien Domice, bol odobran! uhl#k z"vrstvy priamo pod kresbami, asi 2@ cm 
pod $rov<ou ter*nu v"bo'nej chodbe Posv-tnej chodby (obr. 7E miesto >2; obr. 3C) a"analyzovan! na Oddelen# r+diokarb18
nov*ho datovania AMS Univerzity v Oxforde. Konven'n! 34F vek vy%iel 6 279 G >9 BP (OxA8>>3@C), kalibrovan! vek I">I6 
± I 2@7 cal BF (9>,2L) (tab. 3).

Obr. 39. Jasky<a Domica, miesto 2@, %#pka ± miesto odberu vzorky z uh&ov!ch st0p. QotoE Qranti%ek Tngel. 

Qig. 39. Domica Fave, the location 2@, arrow ± place where the sample of carbon traces was taken. Photograph by Qranti%ek Tngel. 
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ABSOL TNE!DATOVANIE!Z"KRESIEB,!UH#OV$CH!%IAR!A"OTEROV!Z!FAKIE#!

Datovanie v•roku 2006
Za&iatkom!m'ja!2006!bol!uskuto&nen(!prieskum!v"jaskyni!Domica,!ktor(!sa!zrealizoval!v)aka!spolupr'ci!viacer(ch!in*ti-
t+ci.:!Spr'va!slovensk(ch!jask(/,!Liptovsk(!Mikul'*!1#udov.t!Ga'l,!Igor!Balciar;!SNM-AM!Bratislava!1Zden4k!Farka*,!Igor!
Choma5;!A !%AV!Brno,!Odd4len.!paleolitu!a"paleoetnologie,!Doln.!V4stonice!1Ji7.!A8!Svoboda5;!Rijksuniversiteit!Gronin-
gen!1Johannes!van!der!Plicht5!a"SNM-PM!Bratislava!1Alena!9ef&'kov'58!

Hlavn(m!cie<om!prieskumu!bolo!priame!datovanie!kresieb,!a"teda!odobratie!vzoriek!uh<a!priamo!z"nich8!Zistilo!sa!
v*ak,!=e!sa!tam!nach'dza!pr.li*!tenk'!vrstva!farbiva!na!to,!aby!bolo!mo=n>!odobra?!vzorky!bez!ich!po*kodenia!a"navy*e,!aby!
bolo!dostato&n>!mno=stvo!uh<a!na!datovanie8!

Bolo!potrebn>!vybra?!miesto!s!&o!najvy**.m!mo=n(m!obsahom!uhl.ka,!a!teda!za&iernen>!&o!najviac!napr.klad!oter-
mi!z!fakie<8!Vzorka!bola!odobrat'!z"kumul'cie!uh<ov(ch!oterov!vo!v@&*ej!severov(chodne!orientovanej!bo&nej!chodbe!
bl.zko!&asti!Posv@tnej!chodby!s"kresbami!na!brehu!podzemnej!rie&ky!Styx!1obr8!Q:!miesto!20;!obr8!WX5!a!odoslan'!na!anal(zu!
do!Centra!pre!v(skum!izotopov!pri!Univerzite!Groningen!v!Holandsku8!

V(sledok!bol!celkom!ne&akan(,!a"to!konven&n(!WYC!vek!WW!3W0!rokov![!\0!BP!1GrA-32WWY5!1•ef€•kov• 2007; •ef€•-
kov• et al. 2008a58!Tento!+daj!bol!kalibrovan(!na!WW!2X0!±!WW!200!cal!BC!1[!W]5!pri!pou=it.!kalibra&nej!krivky!INTCAL0Y!
1•ef€•kov• et al. 20095!a!zodpovedal!neskor>mu!pleistoc>nu8!Napriek!prekvapeniu,!sa!tento!+daj!pribli=oval!v(sledkom!U^
_!datovan.!1Gradzi!ski et al. 20025,!ktor>!poch'dzali!z"in(ch!priestorov!jaskyne8

Pr.li*!ojedinel(!v(sledok!datovania!samozrejme!bolo!potrebn>!overi?8!Na!anal(zu!do!Groningenu!sa!v"roku!200X!
odoslali!vzorky!z!kresieb!a"z!uh<ov(ch!n'stenn(ch!oterov!z"jask(/!Slovensk>ho!krasu!Domica,!Ardovskej,!Praslenu,"z"Fia-
lovej!a"v"roku!20W0!znova!z"Domice8!V*etky!anal(zy!v*ak!boli!ne+spe*n>;!v"laborat`riu!sa!nepodarilo!vyextrahova?!dosta-
to&n>!mno=stvo!potrebn>ho!organick>ho!uhl.ka8!K"dosiahnutiu!v(sledkov!boli!ve<kou!prek'=kou!extr>mne!tenk>!vrstvy!
uhl.ka!na!sten'ch8!

!
Datovanie v•roku 2016
V!roku!20W\!sa!podarilo!nadviaza?!spolupr'cu!s!laborat`riom!Australsk>ho!+tvaru!pre!jadrov+!vedu!a!technol`giu!1the!
Australian!Nuclear!Science!and!Technology!Organisation!±!ANSTO5,!ktor>!sa!*pecializuje!na!datovanie!extr>mne!mal(ch!
vzoriek!±!men*.ch!ako!\!mg8!Kone&ne!bolo!mo=n>!z.ska?!nieko<ko!v(sledkov!1•ef€•kov•/Levchenko 2017, in print58

Obr8!208!Jasky/a!Domica,!miesto!2X,!*.pka!±!miesto!odberu!vzorky!z!uh<ov(ch!stqp!±!&iar8!Foto:!Franti*ek!Engel8!

Fig8!208!Domica!Cave,!the!location!2X,!arrow!±!place!where!the!sample!of!carbon!traces!±!lines!±!was!taken8!Photograph!by!Franti*ek!Engel8!
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Z kladn!m"cie#om"bolo"predov$etk!m"znova"zadatova%"vzorky"z&t!ch"ist!ch"miest"v&jaskyniach,"a&teda"aj"v"Domici,"
z&ktor!ch"sa"z'skali"d ta"v&roku"2006."

Pri"odbere"vzoriek"v&Domici"sa"op(%"vyskytol"star!"probl)m,"a&to"pr'li$" tenk "uh#ov "vrstva."De*nit'vne"padlo"
rozhodnutie,"+e"nie"je"vhodn)"odobera%"vzorky"priamo"z&kresieb"s&oh#adom"na"ich"po$kodenie."Nebolo"vhodn)"naru$i%"
ani"uh#ov)"stopy"bezprostredne"pod"nimi,"a&tak"po$kodi%"celkov-"n lezov-"situ ciu."/al$ie"vzorky"sa"odobrali"z&bl'zkosti"
kresieb"B"a&C,"kde"sa"zdalo"by%"najviac"4ierneho"farbiva,"pri4om"miesto"odberu"bolo"v&ich"bl'zkosti."

Vzorka"Domica"20"poch dza"z"toho" ist)ho"miesta"ako"v"roku"2006,"a"to"z"akumul cie"uh#ov!ch"oterov"5obr."7:"
miesto"20;"obr."198"vo"v(4$ej"severov!chodne"orientovanej"bo4nej"chodbe"bl'zko"4asti"Posv(tnej"chodby"s&kresbami."Bo<
hu+ia#"v!sledok"nepotvrdil"p=vodn)"vysok)"datovanie."Konven4n!"1>C"vek"je">"?20"@"90"BP"5OZT"3038,"kalibrovan!"vek"
>&A77"±"?">>7"BP"a&stredn "hodnota"?"161"BP"5eneolit8"5tab."18.

Ev$ak"druh "vzorka"Domica"29"poch dza"z"miesta"asi"10"cm"napravo"od"kresieb"5obr."7:"miesto"29;"obr."208"a"po<
skytla"z"4asov)ho"h#adiska"zauj'mavej$'"v!sledok"5tab."18."Konven4n!"1>C"vek"je"A">70"@"100"BP"5OZT"30>8,"kalibrovan!"vek"
9"2?7"±"9"6?7"BP"a&stredn "hodnota"9">73"BP"5mezolit8."Tento"v!sledok"potvrdzuje"vysok!"vek"niektor!ch"uh#ov!ch"st=p"
na"sten ch"jaskyne"a"tie+"nepretr+it)"vyu+'vanie"Posv(tnej"chodby"a"jej"bo4n!ch"4ast'"v"priebehu"dlh$ieho"prehistorick)ho"
obdobia.

Diskusia k datovaniu
Fventu lny"vy$$'"vek"kresieb"treba"prirodzene"posudzova%"opatrne."Tematicky"sa"pr'li$"podobaj-"na"vzory"neolitickej"bu<
kovohorskej"kult-ry"a"neolitick)"vrstvy"s-"v"ich"bl'zkosti"na"dosah."Kresby"pripom'naj-"znaky"resp."v!zdobu"keramick!ch"
predmetov"patriacich"do"okruhu"neolitickej"kult-ry"Vinca"5Tasic et al 19908."Nemo+no"v$ak"vyl-4i%"pr'tomnos%"star$ej"
podobnej"vzorovej"trad'cie,"ktor "mohla"ovplyvni%"mlad$ie"kult-ry"a"pr'padne"pretrva%."Napr'klad"podobn "geometrick "
a"meandrovit "v!zdoba"sa"nach dza"na"mezolitickoGneolitick!ch"kamenn!ch"plastik ch"z"Lepensk)ho"Viru"5Srbsko"±"Ra-
dovanovi! 20128."

V&jednej"z&chodieb"komplexu"pravek!ch"ban'"na"paz-rik"v&archeologicko<pr'rodovednej"rezerv cii"Krzemionki"
Opatowskie,"bl'zko"miesta"Ostrowiec"HwiItokrzyski"5Po#sko8"sa"nach dza"ojedinel "schematick ,"geometrick "kresba"#ud<
skej"postavy"¹ludzik"±"orantª"alebo"¹Wielka"Matkaª,"ktor "poch dza"z&neolitu"a&patr'"medzi"tzv."religiJzne"symboly"5B"bel 
2007;"2014;"Balcer 20148."Qe"nakreslen "zuho#naten!m"koncom"drevenej"triesky"5obr."218"s&pomocou"kombin cie"takmer"

Obr."21."Kresba"#udskej"postavy,"neolit,"baRa"na"paz-rik,"archeologicko<pr'rodovedn "rezerv cia"Krzemionki"Opatowskie,"Ostrowiec"HwiItokrzyski,"
Po#sko."Uoto:"Elena"Xef4 kov .

Uig."21."Drawing"of"a"human"*gure,"Neolithic,"Yint"mine,"Erchaeology"and"Natural"[istory"\eservation"of"Krzemionki"Opatowskie,"Ostrowiec"
HwiItokrzyski,"Poland."Photograph"by"Elena"Xef4 kov .
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rovn ch!"iar!a!stala!sa!logom!Krzemionok.!Jednou!z#interpret$ci%!kresby!je!aj!vyobrazenie!rodiacej!&eny.!Zd$!sa!v'ak,!&e!
zdvojenie!n(h!vzniklo!sk(r!opakovan%m!ich!n$"rtu.!Celkovo!kresba!pripom%na!domick)!kresby!±!zna"ky!na!nepr%stupnom!
mieste,!resp.!vyobrazenie!"loveka!v#nepr%stupnom!priestore!*jaskyni!alebo!umelo!vyh+benej!chodbe-,!pri"om!po/sk !n$0
"rt!by!mohol!sk(r!vyobrazova1!mu&a!vzh/adom!na!pr%tomnos1!¹penisuª.!Postava!sa!podob$!na!niektor)!neolitick)!skaln)!
rytiny!v#4dol%!Valcamonica!*Taliansko-,!kde!mo&no!navy'e!zahliadnu1!tie&!aj!mot%vy!meandrov!*Anati 1994;!Priuli 2002;!
Cittadini 2004-,!napr%klad!na!lokalit$ch!Naquane,!Nadro,!Luine.!

In !pr%buzn !geometrick !vzor!*rytina-!vidie1!aj!na!magickom!azilienskom!kameni!z!Rochereil!*P)rigord,!Fran0
c4zsko!±!Roussot-Larroque 1992-.!Navy'e!existuje!podobnos1!dokonca!s!geometrickou!ornamentikou!epigravettienu:!na!
artefakte!Lova'!*Ma5arsko-,!na!6g4rkach!a!ozdobn ch!predmetoch!z!Mezinu!a!Me&iri"a!*Ukrajina!±!Svoboda 2011-!a!na!
sten$ch!spodn)ho!poschodia!Kapovej!jaskyne!*Rusko!±!Ljachnickij et al. 2013-.!

Samotn),!aj!ke5!iba!pribli&ne!sa!podobaj4ce,!geometrick)!vzory,!napr.!rytiny!na!kostiach!z!Bilzingslebenu!*Mania/
Weber 1986-,!pr%padne!na!4lomkoch!okru!z!jaskyne!Blombos!*Henshilwood et al. 2009-,!pravidelne!sa!opakuj4ce!rovno0
be&n)!"iary,!meandrovit)! 'trukt4ry!alebo!u&%vanie!tzv.!zjednodu'en)ho!tvarov)ho!schematizmu!s4!starobyl).!S4!zn$me!
prakticky!od!stredn)ho!paleolitu!*Lorblanchet 1999-!a!v!podstate!pre&%vaj4!do!s4"asnosti.!Pretrv$vaj4!vo!ve/mi!'irokom!
"asovom!intervale,!pri"om!nemusia!by1!v&dy!'peci6ck)!pre!miesto!alebo!"asov)!obdobie.

Posv•tn€ chodba s kresbami ± miesto pravekej spirituality?
Archeologick)!n$lezov)!okolnosti! sved"ia!o# tom,!&e!pre!obyvate/ov!Domice!mala!Posv7tn$!chodba!zvl$'tny! v znam!
a!bola!nie"%m!mimoriadnym! *B!hm 1933a-.!8zka! 'trbinovit$! chodba!medzi!D9mom!myst)ri%!a#Sie<ou! ter$s!svoj%m!
nezvy"ajn m!4tvarom!v#podobe!&ensk)ho!lona!budila!ur"ite!u&!kedysi!d$vno!my'lienkov4!asoci$ciu!s4visiacu!s#kultom!
plodivej!sily!*"loveka,!Zeme-.!T4to!domnienku!potvrdzuje!aj!uzavretie!Posv7tnej!chodby!z#obidvoch!str$n!kolmi!*obr.!
=-.!Najm7!tu!s4!zachovan)!na!sten$ch!po"etn)!otery!a#"iary!od!smoln%c!a#fakl%,!a#len!v#nej!s4!v razn)!tri!intencion$lne!
kresby.!Tieto!zadn),!1a&'ie!pr%stupn)!priestory!jaskyne!boli!zrejme!nav'tevovan)!iba!ob"as!a#nepochybne!sl4&ili!zvl$'tnym!
4konom,!ktor)!m(&eme!ozna"i1!za!n$bo&ensk)!*B!hm 1932, 1933a;!1933b-,!resp.!patriace!k#d$vnej!forme!spirituality.!
Napriek!predstave,!&e!vlastn !4"el!a#v znam!kresieb!zostane!nav&dy!utajen ,!v#s4"asnosti!je!mo&n)!si!o#tom!urobi1!aspo<!
pribli&n4!predstavu.

Obyvate/stvo,!ktor)!&ilo!v#Domici,!patrilo!k#ve/kej,!kult4rne!ve/mi!vyspelej!skupine!popul$ci%!s#line$rnou!keramikou!
v#Podunajsku!a!vyhranen m!n$bo&ensk m!n$zorom,!s#ktor m!sa!sp$jali!po"etn)!&ensk)!so'ky,!zrejme! idoly!a#n$dob0
ky!takmer!v&dy!v!&enskej!podobe.!Predpoklad$!sa,!&e!ob/uba!&ensk ch!so'iek,!charakteristick$!aj!pre!susedn)!kult4rne!
okruhy,!najm7!pre!v chodo$zijsk ,!sa!uv$dza!v!s4vislosti!s#bo&stvom!Magna!Mater,!Ve/kou!matkou!Zeme!*B!hm 1933a,b;!
Lichardus 1968-.!

Pod/a!star'%ch!n$zorov!v#neolite!mala!&ena!v znamn)!postavenie,!plyn4ce!z#jej!biologickej,!hospod$rskej!i#n$bo&en0
skej!funkcie.!Ne'lo!v'ak!o#matriarch$t,!ale!o#matriline$rnu!6li$ciu,!"o!s4vis%!s#neexistenciou!p$rovej!rodiny!ako!in'tit4cie!
a!s#ur"ovan%m!pr%slu'nosti!k#rodu!po!materskej!l%nii!*Podborsk" 1993-.!

N$bo&ensk)!predstavy!stredoeur9pskych!neolitikov!vibrovali!medzi!animizmom!a#teizmom.!Zrejme!ne'lo!o#klasic0
k !polyteizmus,!ale!sk(r!vznikali!predstavy!o#akomsi!univerz$lnom!materskom!bo&stve!±!darcovi!&ivota,!4rody,!plodnosti!
a#dobra.!Napriek!niektor m!s4"asn m!v hrad$m!k#matriarch$tu!v!neolite!*napr.!Remi#ov$ V%#&nov$ 2014-!&ena!mohla!by1,!
podobne!ako!v#mlad'om!paleolite,!symbolom!tajomnej!nadprirodzenej!sily!*Podborsk" 1993-.!8rodnos1!p(dy!sa!via&e!so!
&enskou!plodnos1ou;!&eny!sa!tak!st$vaj4!zodpovedn)!za!hojn4!4rodu,!preto&e!poznaj4!¹tajomstvoª!stvorenia.!Ide!o#n$bo0
&ensk)!tajomstvo,!preto&e!vl$dne!vzniku!&ivota,!ob&ive!a#smrti!*Eliade!1995-.!M(&eme!predpoklada1,!&e!zadn)!priestory!
Domice!s4viseli!s#niektorou!formou!tak)hoto!kultu.!V!s4vislosti!s#kresbami!ide!v#strednej!Eur9pe!o!ojedinel !a#v nimo"n !
objav!*Lichardus 1968-.!K#ich!vysvetleniu!n$m!m(&u!pom(c1!nielen!anal9gie!zo!&ivota!s4"asn ch!popul$ci%!pr%rodn ch!n$0
rodov,!ale!aj!vedomosti!o#funkcii!/udsk)ho!mozgu!*Lewis0Williams/Dowson 1988; 1990;!Lewis-Williams 2007;!Lewis-Wil-
liams/Pearce 2008-.

Neolitick%!/udia!mali! teda!ur"it !syst)m!viery,!d$vnu! formu!spirituality.!Pri! jej!praktikovan%!zrejme!pou&%vali!
podobne,!ako!sa!to!dialo!v#d$vnej'om!praveku,!ale!na!druhej!strane!aj!v#s4"asnosti!najm7!u#pr%rodn ch!n$rodov,!tzv.!
¹zmenen !stav!vedomiaª.!Tento!druh!vedomia!im!umo&<oval!prenikn41!do!tzv.!¹duchovn ch!r%'ª!a#spoji1!sa!*radi1!sa-!
s!¹in miª!bytos1ami,!duchmi!a#m>tvymi!*Lewis-Williams 2002-.!Pod/a!modelu,!ktor !vych$dza!z#po"etn ch!neuropsy0
chologick ch!v skumov,!pri!nadob4dan%!stavu!¹in)ho!vedomiaª!sa!na!za"iatku!"loveku!objavuj4!predov'etk m!geomet0
rick)!tvary!*vlnovky,!k/ukat)!meandre,!'pir$ly,!s4stredn)!kruhy,!trojuholn%ky!*Lewis-Williams/Dowson 1993; Lewis-Wil-
liams/Pearce 2008-.!Je!mo&n),!&e!tieto!momenty!ovplyvnili!geometrick !'t l!kresieb!v#Domici!a#miesto!ich!vytvorenia.

Pod/a!sympatickej!a#ve/mi!in'pirat%vnej!neuropsychologickej!te9rie!zobrazenie!&ensk ch!genit$li%!nemus%!by1!len!
symbolom!plodnosti!a#zrodenia!*Lewis-Williams/Pearce 2008-.!Mot%vy!vulvy!v#mladopaleolitickom!umen%!odkazuj4!na!
plodnos1!¹stien!jask <ª!v#zmysle!mo&nosti!priechodu!nimi!do!in)ho!sveta!a#nie!¹plodnos1ª!v#na'om!pojat%.!T mto!sp(0
sobom!m(&e!by1!ch$pan)!aj!magick)!¹Lono!matky!Zemeª!v#Domici.!Parafr$zou!na!cestu!do!podsvetia!alebo!do!¹in ch!
svetovª!*duchovn ch!r%'-!m(&e!by1!aj!temn !a#nepr%stupn !priestor!jaskyne.
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S•vislosti a€v•znam kresieb 
Zd !sa,!"e!celkov#!kontext!geometrick#ch,!takmer!abstraktn#ch!kresieb!a$ich!polohy!v$Domici!nie!je!v%bec!n hodn#.!Kres-
ba!A!(¹&lovek!v$priestoreª)!sa!nach dza!v$bo&nom!v#klenku!Posv'tnej!chodby!bl*zko!¹Lonaª!presne!v$prieh+ade!/zkeho!
kom*na!smerom!z$D0mu!myst1ri*!do!v#klenku!s!kresbami.!Ak!je!kresba!vo!v#klenku!osvetlen ,!z$D0mu!ju!vidno!takmer!
v$strede!prieh+adu.!Ostatn1!dve!kresby!B!(¹postava!"enyª)!a$C!(¹tv rª2¹lonoª)!s/!tesne!pri!sebe!a!o$trocha!4alej!napravo!od!
kresby!A.!Vz jomn !bl*zkos5!kresieb!B!a$C!m%"e!symbolizova5!obojstrann/!s/vislos5!tela!a$jeho!s/&asti,!pri&om!zvl 6tna!
kresba!C!6peci lne!e6te!zd%raz7uje!v#znam!tejto!&asti!tela.!

Takto!sa!vlastne!kruh,!&i!sk%r!trojuholn*k!kresieb!uzatv ra.!Situ ciu!zaznamenan/!na!kresb ch!by!sme!mohli!v$du-
chu!neuropsychologickej! te0rie!vo!ve+mi$zjednodu6enej! forme! interpretova5:!&lovek!(vyvolen#!&lovek,!6aman,!k7az)!sa!
prostredn*ctvom!¹zmenen1hoª!vedomia!(tranzu)!a!vzdialen#ch,!nepr*stupnej6*ch!priestorov!jaskyne!(prechod,!tunel,!lono,!
spojenie)!chce!prenies52!sa!pren 6a!do!¹in1hoª!sveta!(inej!duchovnej!r*6e),!aby!mohol!kona5!pr*slu6n1!obrady!svojho!n -
bo"enstva!(spirituality,!kultu),!poradi5!sa!s$bytos5ami!(m8tvymi)!z!tohto!¹in1ho!svetaª!a!zabezpe&i5!pre"itie!svojho!spolo-
&enstva.!

Spr vu!a$v#znam!kresieb!je!mo"n1!roz6ifrova5!iba!5a"ko.!9iadne!vysvetlenie!nemus*!by5!spr vne.!Mo"no!posta&*!iba!
ich!n znak.

Z!ver
V#skum!uk zal,!"e!vysok1!r diokarb0nov1!datovanie!oterov!z!Domice!nameran1!v!minulosti!(Sefcakova et al. 2009)!mohlo!
by5!efektom!probl1mu!extr1mne!malej!vzorky,!z!ktorej!sa,!ako!upozornil!V.!Levchenko,!analyzovala!nevhodn !&as5!(!ef"#ko-
v#/Levchenko 2016).!Toto!zistenie!nie!je!s*ce!pote6uj/ce,!ale!ani!deprimuj/ce.!Nov#!/daj!z!Domice!zodpovedaj/ci!mezolitu!
dokazuje!vysok#!vek!niektor#ch!uh+ov#ch!st%p!na!sten ch!jaskyne!a!tie"!nepretr"it1!vyu"*vanie!Posv'tnej!chodby!a!jej!bo&-
n#ch!&ast*!v!priebehu!dlh6ieho!prehistorick1ho!obdobia.!Zd !sa,!"e!mezolitick1!datovanie!z!Domice!patr*!k!najvy66*m!r -
diokarb0nov#m!/dajom!zo!steny!jaskyne!v!strednej!Eur0pe.!Evidentne!pri!rie6en*!datovania!je!vhodn1!pou"i5!viac!vzoriek.

Na!Slovensku!sa!iba!v!oblasti!Slovensk1ho!krasu!nach dza!vy6e!tis*c!jask#7!a!ich!v#nimo&nos5!bola!v$celosvetovom!
meradle!vyjadren !v$roku!;<<=!organiz ciou!UNESCO!zaraden*m!jask#7!Slovensk1ho!a!Aggteleksk1ho!krasu!do!zoznamu!
Svetov1ho!pr*rodn1ho!dedi&stva!(Jak#l 2005).!Slovensko!sa!zaradilo!na!prv1!miesto!vo!svete!v$po&te!spr*stupnen#ch!jas-
k#7!zap*san#ch!do!svetov1ho!kult/rneho!a!pr*rodn1ho!dedi&stva!(Jasovsk ,!Gombaseck ,!Ochtinsk !aragonitov ,!Domica,!
Dob6insk !+adov ,!Kr snohorsk ).!Z$jask#7!poch dza!mno"stvo!archeologick#ch!n lezov!z!r%znych!obdob*,!niektor1!z$pa-
leolitu,!naj&astej6ie!z!neolitu!a!doby!bronzovej!(Domica,!Jasovsk ,!Ardovsk ,!Drienovsk ,!priepas5!Mal !+adnica,!Oste7,!
M/rikov ,!Slaninov ,!at4.),!av6ak!v#skum!n stenn1ho!pravek1ho!umenia!alebo!n stenn#ch!st%p!po!&loveku!sa!tu!rob*!iba!
pr*le"itostne.

V!priebehu!minul#ch!desiatich!rokov!boli!preh+adan1!steny!vo!viacer#ch!jaskyniach!preva"ne!v!Slovenskom!krase,!
z!ktor#ch!poch dzaj/!pravek1!archeologick1!n lezy!(Bella et al. 2007).!Minim lne!v!desiatich!z!nich!sa!nach dzaj/!na!ich!
zv'&6a!menej!pr*stupnej6*ch!miestach!ªzna&kyº,!ale!aj!jednoduch1!&iary,!n &rty!alebo!stopy!po!oteroch!fakie+!(okrem!Do-
mice!a!Ardovskej!jaskyne!napr.!v!jaskyniach!Silick !+adnica,!Praslen,!>*kova!diera,!Fialov ,!Jasov,!Moldavsk ,!Drie7ovsk ,!
Mal !+adnica,!L*6&ia!diera!a!Slaninov ).!Skuto&nos5,!"e!mnoh1!jaskyne!neboli!dosia+!dostato&ne!zmapovan1,!m%"e!by5!pre!
n s!v#zvou.!Ich!prieskum!preto!nemo"no!pova"ova5!za!skon&en#.

Po"akovanie
V#skum!bol! realizovan#!s!podporou!grantu!Po6tovej!banky!?@c2!V!3<;2!@H;=!a$6tipendia!A.!W.!Mellona!poskytnut1ho!
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Z.!Farka6a!(Slovensk1!n rodn1!m/zeum-Archeologick1!m/zeum!Bratislava),!R.!Ga la!a!I.!Balciara!(Spr va!slovensk#ch!
jask#7,!Liptovsk#!Mikul 6,$re6taur tora!F.!Engela,!J.!A.!Svobodu!(Centrum!pre!paleolit!a$paleoetnol0giu,!Doln*!VXstonice,!
Archeologick#!/stav!AV!>Y,!Brno),!J.!van!der!Plichta!(Univerzita!Groningen,!Centrum!pre!v#skum!izotopov,!Groningen),!
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PREHISTORIC DRAWINGS IN DOMICA CAVE 

ALENA •EF€•KOV•

Only very little data is available in central Europe about prehistoric wall (rock) art and information on its absolute data is 
also lacking. On the territory of Slovakia, prehistoric !gures, signs or charcoal traces have been found primarily in the Do-
mica, Ardovsk" and#Praslen Caves. $e best-known are probably the geometrical drawings from Domica (Ro%&ava, SW of 
the Slovak Karst region; Fig. 3). $e Domica Cave is part of the Slovak-Hungarian Cave system of Domica ± Baradla (Fig. 
4). Its Slovak part, 'ertova diera ± Domica, measures 5,368 m. Domica is known primarily for its evidence of settlement 
in the Neolithic. Finds of Neolithic B*kk culture represent more than 85+ of the total !nds. $e drawings in Domica were 
some of the !rst drawings found in central Europe and have become an inspiration for organising international coopera-
tion in order to obtain their absolute dating. 

Measuring of the Cave
he !rst measuring of the Cave dates from 1930, it was realised by, by Paloncy. In 1932, the Hungarian discoverer Hubert 
Kessler conducted and recorded the connection between Domica and Baradla from the Baradla side. Further mappings 
were executed by Droppa in 1961 and Droppa, Jak"l and Chovan in 1964 (Fig. 5), based on trigonometric points no. 964 
and 965 set near the present-day entrance to Domica Cave. Bella,#Hol/bek and Hochmuth also dealt with its exploration 
and mapping. However, there is still no more detailed survey of the Posv•tn€ chodba (Sacred Corridor) and its lateral parts, 
where drawings and traces of charcoal have been found.

Localisation of the drawings in the Cave 
$e settlement of Domica can be divided into two parts. $e !rst part, from the entrance to a distance of around 300 m, 
was reserved for daily life ± the living space of a person in the Neolithic. However, the back part, more di:cult to access, 
up to a distance of around 600 m from the entrance, was devoted to a di<erent purpose - for rituals, perhaps of a spiritual 
nature. Excavations in 1932 and 1933 revealed intensive Neolithic settlement along a total length of around 700 m. $e 
thickness of the cultural level from the entrance part towards the most distance area ranges from 60 ± 100 cm to 2 cm. 

Drawings made with charcoal are found on the limestone wall at the back of the Cave in a low, lateral corridor=
alcove, belonging to the larger, so-called Posv•tn€ chodba (Sacred Corridor; Fig. 7), which ends in a narrow chimney into 
the D!mu myst"ri# (Mystery Dome). $e !ssured Sacred Corridor connects this cathedral with another large space, the 
Sie$ ter€s (Hall of Terraces). $e entrance from the Mystery Dome into the Sacred Corridor is also called the Lono matky 
Zeme (Womb of Mother Earth; Fig. 8). A smaller ªwombº can also be found at the opposite side, between the Holy Cor-
ridor and the Hall of Terraces. In the Neolithic, the Sacred Corridor was once bordered at both ends by openings made 
by stakes, which gives the impression of complete enclosure, perhaps by a simple wooden structure (Fig. 9). It seems that 
only here can be found on the walls a mass of black lines (Fig. 10) (several black traces are also in the back part of Domica 
called ± Palmov% h€j (Palm Grove). $ey have been made by charcoal, which seems to come from smearing pitch shards 
(chips of wood) or torches to increase their luminous intensity. 

Relative dating of the drawings 
It is assumed that the drawings originate from the Neolithic and probably belong to the B*kk culture, since their nature, 
patterns and overall artistic appearance are similar to the decoration of vessels and other objects which were probably 
made by people living during the same period.

Drawings, their analogies and interpretation
$e three evidently intentional !gures A, B and C are positioned close to each other in a single place (Fig. 11). $ey are 
found on a vertical Cave wall, just above ground, at a height of around 50 cm, so the Neolithic cultural layer is only 64 ± 
72#cm below the level of the drawings. Traces of charcoal lines do not appear under the level of the Neolithic layer.

$e distance of !gure A from the other two is 20 cm. Drawings B and C are found next to each other, to the right 
of A, but around 10 cm lower. Just under drawing C there is a cluster of more marked charcoal traces on a more con Cave 
surface, which is probably caused by an accidental smearing from a torch. Further similar smearing traces are also under 
drawings A and B.

Drawing A
Drawing A (height 127 mm, width 95 mm) has an almost square shape (Fig. 12> A) with its base on a slightly shorter side. 
$is square is delimited by lines on three sides, apart from the bottom side. $e upper line is crooked (zigzag) with four 
sharp peaks, of which the two inner ones have almost the same width, whereas the width of both on the outside edges is al-
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most half of the inner ones. !e square is divided approximately in the middle by a line parallel to the upper zigzag, which 
seems to divide the whole "gure into an upper and lower half. A thicker perpendicular straight line joins the middle of this 
line in its upper part, but does not reach the upper zigzag. A thinner line crosses it in its upper third, resembling a cross. 
A cross, which perhaps resulted from an inaccurate sketch, may be a version of the shape of the letter ªTº. It seems that the 
ªTº ± probably a schematic human "gure, is situated in the overall context in some kind of natural environment, which 
might be a  Cave or hills. !e combination of various lines evokes the irregularity of the Cave and mountain environment. 
Perhaps a narrative is taking place here. Analogous motifs can be found mainly on B#kk culture pottery, where they make 
up one of the variants of a wide range of decorations. A speci"c example might be the vessel AP 8107 (from the collection 
of the Slovak National Museum ± Museum of Archaeology in Bratislava, Fig. 13, Fig. 15: 5). It belongs to the traditional 
B#kk culture pottery, level B.

Drawing B
Drawing B (height 126 mm, width on the central rectangle 42 mm, the width with ªarmsº 112 mm) consists, to put it 
simply, of three rectangular shapes (Fig. 12: B). !e largest rectangle stands on the shortest side, and both lateral sides join 
it at a slight angle from both sides. Overall, the drawing resembles the "gure of a woman without a head. It appears to be 
dressed in clothing decorated with typical artistic geometrical motifs which are also found on drawing A.

!e horizontal line between the semi-circles, ,when taken into consideration together with its connection, can be 
a paraphrase of the T-motif, and - in the end - possibly the anthropomorphic diagram of the T in a small space without 
patterns intersects the human "gure.

Drawing C
Figure C (maximum width 126 mm, maximum length 110 mm) has the shape of a isosceles triangle (Fig. 12: C), while its 
shortest base is turned to drawing B and its sides join at a sharp angle, but with a rounded top. !e drawing consists of at 
least three concentric triangles which have slightly wavy side lines and sometimes do not join together precisely, especially 
at the base, but intersect.

Identical meanders can be found on vessels of Gemer linear pottery, where similar "gures occur in relation to the 
depiction of the human face or a whole anthropomorphic motif. A fragment of a similarly decorated vessel comes from 
Domica itself. !e almost abstract geometrical drawing C does not necessarily resemble only a human face (head), but can 
also be the loins of a woman.

Right by the entrance to the side corridor containing drawings, there is one more which can theoretically be marked 
as D (Fig. 14). However, it is probably a modern marking of the site.

!e drawings and their topics
!e drawings apparently represent geometrical ornaments distributed in three closed "gures. !eir basic artistic element 
is the meander ± the main motif which is related in terms of style to the geometrical ornamentation on the rich "nds of 
Neolithic B#kk culture and Gemer (Tiszadob) pottery in Domica, as well as in other Caves and sites (Fig. 15). Fragments of 
pottery with a ªTº motif originate from Domica and in this case where it is clear that instead of a three-dimensional nose 
and engraved eyes, this ªTº with a certain shape of meanders and lines depicts the schematic motif of a face. However on 
drawing A, which resembles the scene on the fragments, the ªTº motif is more reminiscent of a "gure, and the surroun-
ding lines remind the natural environment. Drawing B can truly depict a female "gure and drawing C a more speci"c part 
of its body (head ± face?, loins?). !e anthropomorphic ªTº motif appears in various context (building elements, paintings 
on walls, sculptures, etc.) from Epipaleolithic, e. g. G$bekli Tepe (Turkey), but also in the younger Eneolithic Hassun-Sa-
marra Period in the area of Southwest Asia and Anatolia.

Similar themes in other Caves 
!e smearing traces from torches have been found in several Caves of the Slovak Karst region, with further charcoal 
sketches resembling the ªTº motifs on drawing A in Domica having been discovered in Ardovsk% Cave and in the Silick% 
&adnica Cave. According to as yet unpublished absolute dating, however, they are a little younger.

Four very schematic charcoal drawings (no. 1 to 4) are in a chasm-like corridor with di'cult access in the Ardovsk% 
Cave. A fragment of an anthropomorphic vessel with a ªTº motif placed on its neck (Fig. 15:7) also comes from the Ardov-
sk% Cave. On so-called drawing 3 (Fig. 16: A), there are multiple wavy, approximately horizontal lines and just above them 
it is a sketch in the shape of a cross which resembles a ªTº with a slightly overlapping vertical line (head?). !e wavy lines 
resemble a sign of the natural environment, perhaps a stream or boat and the ªTº a stylised human "gure with outstretched 
arms. Conventional 14C age of drawing 3 is 2,735 * 40 BP (OZT 301), calibrated age 2,759 ± 2,923 BP and median value 
2,827 BP (late Bronze ± early Halstatt period) (+ef/%kov%;Levchenko 2017, in print).

In Silick% &adnica Cave there are two simple drawings. Depictions in the shape of a ªTº are on both space called. 
!e "rst can be found to the north-east in a small side alcove in the Archeologick• d€m (Archaeological Dome), near the 
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Vstupn• priepas€ (Entrance Chasm) (Fig. 16: B). !e second drawing is located to the north-west, at the opposite end of 
the Archeologick! d"m (Archaeological Dome), near the passage to the Kufr siphon (Fig. 16: C). In this case, the ªTº might 
represent some kind of instrument.

ABSOLUTE DATING FROM CULTURAL LAYERS 

First dating
At the beginning of the 1950s, geologists in Domica examined the traces of layers manifested in the of carbon laminations 
which appeared during the creation and growth of dropstones. Not only were they thus able to ascertain the age of the 
dropstones, but also the time when the Cave was settled. Darker layers appeared in the course of wood being burnt in the 
Cave, and can be a good indicator of a  Cave's settlement by humans. !e "rst absolute chronological data from Domica 
(Table 1) which provided conventional dating using isotope 14 C in a laboratory in Groningen, Holland, is 6,080 # 75 years 
BP, 4,120 # 75 years BC (Grn ± 2435), or a calibrated age of 7,170 ± 6,750 cal BP (# 2$). !e sample came from an uncove-
red layer of hardened carbon from the eastern part of the Sie# jeden•stich plame#ov (Hall of the Eleven Flames) - a direct 
prolongation of the entrance corridor. !e second data from Domica, 5,830 # 170 years (KN-I.249), or 7,200 ± 6,250 cal 
BP (# 2$), comes from a sample from J. Lichardus. To the above-mentioned radiocarbon dating, we can add two pieces of 
data from the laboratory in Poznan to the above-mentioned radiocarbon dating (Table 1): Dom S1 (Poz-2444) 5,750 # 30 
BP, which is 6,640 ± 6,460 cal BP (# 2$) and Dom S2 (Poz-2442) 6320 # 40 BP, which is 7,330 ± 7,160 cal BP (# 2$). Two, 
approximately one-cm-thick pieces of sinter with black layers in their cross-section were used for the dating. !e Dom S1 
sample came from the lower part of the Panensk• chodba (Virgin Corridor) while the Dom S2 sample came from the upper 
part of the Sie# odvahy (Hall of Courage).

U/! data obtained in Domica via Slovak-Polish cooperation by dating dark layers in stalagmites from the western 
part of the Cave's Hall of Courage are a special category. Of the six samples, three provided a realistic result. !e dark lami-
nations in sample 7 are younger than 24,000 # 4,000 years (or 22,000 # 8,000 years) and older than 9,000 # 3,000 years (or 
7,000 # 9,000 years). !e dark laminations in sample 3 can even be older than 30,000 years. However, the authors admit that 
at that time they did not have information about the isotopic composition of detritus contamination in the sinter deposits, 
which might have caused a distortion of the results and increased decisive deviations. Nevertheless, they do not rule out the 
possibility that Domica was settled even earlier than in the Neolithic.

Pleistocene !ndings in Domica
In 1932, a Szeletien leaf-shaped point with a worked surface (length 108 mm, width 37 mm, thickness 13 mm) (Fig. 17) 
was found in Domica in Majkov (Hlavn!) d"m (Majko's or the Main Dome) during the construction of a bridge, lying in 
a secondary position in the sediment of the southern %ow of the river Styx. It is assumed that it was made of dark-grey 
quartz porphyry whose primary site of occurrence is around Mi&kovec (B•rta 1982). Its original position might have been 
somewhere in the front areas of the Cave, where a contemporary settlement, probably in the area of the original entrance 
might be expected.

Today's arti"cially dug-out entrance to Domica is basically a modi"ed one which already existed in the Pleistocene 
and was "lled in with alluvial gravel and yolks containing small original fauna. In the Neolithic, the old entrance was alrea-
dy completely clogged and in the entrance hall it was even closed by a huge travertine layer, so it was only possible to enter 
via a deep, vertical chimney. Current areas (Fig. 6) have been excavated archaeologically, but the entrance hall part has not 
yet been studied.

Today there is no trace of the laurel leaf point mentioned above. It was seized in Prague in 1942 by the Gestapo from 
R. Voj*+ek, who had been arrested and was meant to perform a petrographic analysis of the tool.

Findings of large fauna, in particular the Cave bear (Ursus spelaeus) and a tooth fragment from the Middle Ple-
istocene elephant (probably Elephas meridionalis), come directly straight from the Pleistocene loam and gravel alluvium 
in Such• chodba (Dry Corridor) and from part of the corridor leading towards the so-called Chasm on the lower storey 
of Domica at the end of the Sie# jeden•stich plame#ov (Hall of the Eleven Flames). !e "ndings were further analysed by 
Josef Augusta, palaeontology assistant at Charles University, Prague. Apparently, they originate from the oldest Pleistocene 
accumulation period ªaº in the Cave, which followed the ªAº erosion stage. However, Palaeolithic layers in Domica have not 
been stratigraphically con"rmed as yet.

When looking for Palaeolithic layers using probes in 1939, the administrator of Domica and Baradla, H. Kessler, 
came across black magnesite slag and crystallized limestone in the Holy Corridor at a depth of 2.20 m. He presumed that 
he had found a Palaeolithic "replace, which was not con"rmed by M. Mottlov* during her excavation in 1940.
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Dating 2016
On the occasion of dating the smearing traces and signs on the walls of Domica, carbon was removed from the layer direc-
tly under the drawings, around 20 cm under the level of the terrain in the lateral corridor of the Holy Corridor (Fig. 7: 
position 32; Fig. 18) and analysed at the Department of AMS Radiocarbon Dating of Oxford University. !e conventional 
14C age was 6,279 " 39 BP (OxA-33108), calibrated age 5,356 ± 5,207 cal BC (93,2%) (Table 1).

ABSOLUTE DATING FROM THE DRAWINGS, CHARCOAL LINES AND 
SMEARING TRACES OF TORCHES TORCHES 

Dating 2006
At the beginning of May 2006, a survey was carried out in the Domica Cave thanks to the cooperation of several institu-
tions: Slovak Caves Administration, Liptovsk# Mikul$& ('udov*t Ga$l, Igor Balciar); Slovak National Museum-Museum 
of Archaeology Bratislava (Zden+k Farka&); Institute of Archaeology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic Brno, 
Department of the Palaeolithic and Palaeoethnology, Doln* V+stonice (Ji/* A. Svoboda); Rijksuniversiteit Groningen (Jo-
hannes van der Plicht) and Slovak National Museum-Natural History Museum Bratislava (Alena <ef=$kov$). 

!e main aim of the survey was the direct dating of the drawings. However, it was found that the layer of colour was 
too thin for it to be possible to remove samples without damaging them, and for there to be enough charcoal to enable dating. 
So a sample was taken from an accumulation of charcoal smearing traces in the larger north-east-facing side corridor not far 
away from of the (Sacred Corridor) containing drawings on the banks of the underground Styx River (Fig. 7: position 20; >g 
19), and then sent for analysis at Centre for Isotype Research at Groningen University in Holland.

!e result was quite unexpected, with a conventional 14C age of 11,310 years " 50 BP (GrA-32114). !is data was 
calibrated to 11,290 ± 11,200 cal BC (" 1?) with the use of an INTCAL04 calibration curve and corresponded to the late 
Pleistocene. Despite the surprise, this data was concordant with the results of the U@! dating which came from other places 
in the Cave. !is result of dating, which was too singular, required veri>cation. In 2009, samples from the walls in Domica, 
Ardovsk$, Praslen andKFialov$ Caves were sent for analysis in Groningen, and it was repeated from Domica in 2010. However, 
all the analyses were unsuccessful; the laboratory was not able to extract a suQcient amount of organic carbon. !e extremely 
thin layers of carbon on the walls were a great obstacle to obtaining results.

Dating 2016
In 2015, cooperation was established with the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO) which 
specializes in dating extremely small samples, smaller than 5 mg. !e basic objective was primarily to date once more the 
samples from the same places in the Caves, including Domica, from which the data had been obtained in 2006. When 
taking the samples, the old problem recurred again: the charcoal layer was too thin. Further samples were taken near 
drawings B and C, where there appeared to be most of the black dye.

!e Domica 20 sample comes from the same place as in 2006 (Fig.7: position 20; Fig. 19). Unfortunately, the result did 
not con>rm the original early dating. !e conventional 14C age is 4,520 " 90 BP (OZT 303), calibrated age 4,877 ± 5,447 BP 
and the middle value is 5,161 BP (late Neolithic - Eneolithic) (Table 1).

However, the second sample Domica 29 comes from a place around 10 cm to the right of the drawings (Fig. 7: position 
29; Fig. 20) and oXered a more interesting result from a time point of view (Table 1). !e conventional 14C age is 8,470 " 100 
BP (OZT 304), calibrated age 9,257 ± 9,657 BP, and the middle value is 9,473 BP (Mesolithic). !is result con>rms the high 
age of certain charcoal traces on the walls of the Cave, as well as the permanent use of the Sacred Corridor and its lateral parts 
in the course of a prolonged prehistoric period.

Discussion on the dating 
!e potentially earlier date of the drawings must naturally be taken with caution. !ematically they resemble too closely the 
patterns of the Neolithic BYkk culture and, besides this, the Neolithic layers are in their close vicinity. !e drawings resemble 
the signs or ornamentation of ceramic items belonging to the circle of the Neolithic Vinca culture. However, the presence 
of an older similar pattern tradition cannot be excluded, which might have in[uenced later cultures or even endured. For 
example, a similar geometrical and meandering ornamentation can be found on Mesolithic sculptures from Lepensk# Vir 
(Serbia).

A unique schematic, Neolithic geometric drawing of a human >gure, ªludzik ± orantº or ªWielka Matkaº can be found 
in one of the corridors of the complex of prehistoric [int mines in the archaeological and natural history reservation of \r-
zemionki Opatowskie (Ostrowiec ]wi^tokrzyski, Poland). It is drawn with the carbonized end of a wooden shard (Fig. 21) 
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with the help of a combination of almost straight lines. Overall, it resembles the Domica drawings ± signs in an inaccessible 
place, or the depiction of a person in an inaccessible place ( Cave or arti!cially dug-out corridor). "e !gure resembles certain 
Neolithic Cave engravings in the Valcamonica valley (Italy), where the motifs of meanders can also be observed, for example 
in the sites of Naquane, Nadro, Luine. 

Another related geometric pattern can be seen engraved in Azilian stone from Rochereil (P#rigord, France). In ad-
dition there is even a similarity with the geometrical ornamentation of the Epigravettian: on the Lova$ (Hungary) artefact, 
on !gures and decorative items from Mezin and Me%iri& (Ukraine), and on the walls of the lower storey of the Kapova 
Cave (Russia).

Posv•tn€ chodba (Sacred Corridor) with drawings ± a place of prehistoric spirituality? 
"e archaeological !ndings circumstances indicate that the Posv•tn€ chodba (Sacred Corridor) had a particular signi!can-
ce for the inhabitants of Domica. "is impression is con!rmed by its enclosure on each side by stakes (Fig. 9). Numerous 
smearing traces and lines from tinder lights and torches are preserved on the walls, and three intentional drawings can be 
found here. "ese back areas of the Cave were visited only from time to time and served for particular acts presumably 
belonging to an ancient form of spirituality.

"e population that lived in Domica was part of a large, culturally developed group of populations with linear pot-
tery in the Danube basin and with a de!ned religious idea, associated with numerous female sculptures, presumably idols, 
and vessels almost always in a female shape. "e popularity of female sculptures, also characteristic of neighbouring cul-
tural surroundings, is mentioned in relation to the divinity of the Magna Mater, the Great Mother Earth. "e fertility of the 
soil is linked to female fertility: women become responsible for a good harvest because they know the ªsecretº of creation. 
"is is a religious secret, because it governs the creation of life, living and death. "e back parts of the Domica Cave were 
perhaps associated with some form of this cult. As far as the drawings are concerned, in Central Europe, this is a unique and 
exceptional discovery. Current knowledge on how the human brain works can also help us explain their meaning.

Neolithic people had a certain belief system, an ancient form of spirituality. In order to practise it, they probably 
used a so-called ªaltered state of consciousnessº just as in early prehistory, and in the present day. "is type of consciousness 
enabled them to penetrate so-called ªspiritual realmsº and communicate with ªotherº beings, spirits and the dead. Accor-
ding to the model based on much neuropsychological research, when entering the state of ªaltered consciousnessº, people 
!rst see primarily geometrical shapes (waves, zigzag meanders, spirals, concentric circles, triangles). It is possible that these 
moments in'uenced the geometric style of the drawings in the Domica and the place where they were made.

According to neuropsychological theory, the depiction of female genitalia need not only be a symbol of fertility and 
birth. "e motifs of the vulva in late Palaeolithic art refer to the fertility of the ªwalls of the Cavesº in the sense of them 
taking us into another world and not ªfertilityº as we conceive it. In this way, this can also be understood as the ¹"e Wom-
bof Mother Earthº in Domica. "e dark and inaccessible area of the Cave may also be a metaphor for the journey to the 
underworld or to ¹other worldsº (spiritual realms).

Context and signi!cance of the drawings 
"e overall context of the drawings and their position in Domica is far from accidental. Drawing A (ªman in spaceº) is 
located near the ªLapº in the exact line of vision of the narrow chimney coming out of the Mystery Dome into the alcove 
with the drawings. If the drawing in the alcove is lit up, it can be seen from the cathedral almost in the middle of the vista. 
"e other two drawings B (ª!gure of a womanº) and C (ªface/wombº) are next to each other and a little to the right of 
drawing A. "e mutual proximity of drawings B and C may symbolize the bilateral connection between the body and its 
part, while the particular drawing C especially emphasizes the signi!cance of this part of the body. 

"e situation recorded on the drawing might be interpreted in the spirit of the neuropsychological theory in a very 
simpli!ed form as follows: a person (chosen person, shaman, priest), wants to pass through/ passes through into ªanotherº 
world (another spiritual realm) by means of an ªalteredº consciousness (trance) and the distant, inaccessible parts of the 
Cave (passageway, tunnel, lap, connection) in order to conduct the relevant ceremonies (spirituality, cult), seek advice from 
beings (the dead) from this ªother worldº and ensure the survival of the community.

It is di*cult to decipher the message and signi!cance of the drawings. No explanation may be correct. Perhaps just 
a hint is su*cient.

Conclusion
Research showed that the high radiocarbon dating of the abrasions from Domica in the past might have been the result of 
the problem of an extremely small sample, from which an unsuitable part was analysed. However, new data from Domica 
corresponding to the Mesolithic is unique and provides evidence of the use of the premises of the Cave by people over 
a long period of time. It is one of the oldest radiocarbon dating from the wall of a  Cave in Central Europe.

In Slovakia, just in the area of the Slovak Karst there are over 1,000 Caves and their uniqueness was re'ected on 
a worldwide scale in 1995 by UNESCO by the inclusion of the Caves of the Slovak and Aggtelek Karst region on the list of 
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World Natural Heritage. Many archaeological !nds from various periods come from these Caves, some from the Palaeo-
lithic, most o"en from the Neolithic and the Bronze Age. Over the course of the last ten years, the walls of several Caves 
have been examined, and in ten of these not only ªsignsº can be found, mainly in their less accessible locations, as well as 
simple lines, sketches or smearing traces of torches (besides the Domica and Ardovsk# Cave, also in the of Silick# $adnica, 
Praslen, %&kova diera, Fialov#, Jasov, Moldavsk#, Drie'ovska, Mal# $adnica, L&)*ia diera and Slaninov#+. Many Caves have 
not completely unveiled all their secrets and they can be a challenge for us. 
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