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PhDr. Vladimír Turčan, 
dlhoročný vedecký pracovník Slovenského národného múzea – Archeologického múzea, 

zostavovateľ Zborníka SNM Archeológia v rokoch 2009 až 2020, 
sa v tomto roku dožíva okrúhleho životného jubilea.

Kolegovia a priatelia želajú jubilantovi do ďalších rokov veľa zdravia, spokojnosti a úspechov!

PhDr. Vladimír Turčan,
long-term researcher of the Slovak National Museum – Archaeological Museum,

editor of the Zborník SNM Archeológia between 2009 and 2020,
is experiencing a round life jubilee this year.

Colleagues and friends wish the jubilant good health, satisfaction and success in the coming years!
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Ancient Routes North of Pannonia in the Light
of Roman Products and Amber Artefacts1

Klára Kuzmová†

Keywords: long-distance trade routes, amber, Barbaricum, southwestern Slovakia, Roman Period.

Abstract: Ancient Routes North of Pannonia in the Light of Roman Products and Amber Artefacts. In the Roman 
Period (1st–4th century AD), the territory north of Pannonia (SW Slovakia) was settled by the Germanic tribes of 
Marcomanni and Quadi. � e contacts between the Romans and Germans in this area were far from ordinary. Italian 
and provincial wares (vessels, jewellery, parts of clothes and military equipment, toilet and work tools, coins, etc.) found 
their way to Barbaricum via ancient routes, most o� en by long-distance, cross-border and local trade. Raw materials 
and products from the outlying barbarian territories to the Roman Empire and the adjacent barbarian areas are much 
less common. � e most signi� cant among these were amber and amber artefacts, which prove connections between the 
Middle Danube region and the Baltic Sea. � ey are mostly beads and pendants, found in Roman burials on the frontier 
and in Germanic burials and settlements in Barbaricum.

1  � is article has been written within the project VEGA no. 1/0051/22.

� e paper deals with the territory of south-western 
Slovakia, which lay beyond the northern fron-
tier of Pannonia during the Roman Period, i.e. 
in the � rst four centuries AD (Fig. 1). � e area 
was settled by the Germanic tribes of Marco-
manni and Quadi. Archaeological and historical 
sources show that contacts between the Romans 
and Germans on this section of the limes and in 
the surrounding Barbaricum were far from or-
dinary (Bouzek/Ondřejová 1990; Hrnčiarik 2013; 
Kuzmová 1997; 2010; 2013). Although the Ro-
man military presence has been testi� ed in this 
territory, the quantity and assortment of Roman 
products north of Pannonia indicate that these 
products most o� en crossed the frontier by 
long-distance and cross-border trade. As is well 
known, two important transcontinental commu-
nications led through the Middle-Danube region 
in this period: the south-north Amber Road, 
which facilitated contacts between the Mediter-
ranean and the Baltic Sea, and the west-east Limes
Road along the river Danube. � eir crossroads is 
assumed in the wider area of Carnuntum, adja-
cent to the con� uence of the rivers Danube and 
Morava, and is known as Devín Gate or Hain-
burg Gate or Porta Hungarica.

It is assumed that the Amber Road  – a� er 
crossing the Danube in this area  – ran further 

along the Morava valley across the barbarian 
territory. Archaeological objects and structures 
from both the Roman and barbarian territories, 
just like historical sources, con� rm that the main 
route split into several side routes (Wielowiejski 
1970, 209–217; 1996, 57–59, 61). Noteworthy 
among them is one of the eastern branches of the 
Amber Road, running from western Pannonia to 
Brigetio (from the town of Savaria via Arrabo-
na), where a legionary fortress and a large mili-
tary and civilian settlement were situated. An 
important Roman position, which also included 
a bridgehead on the opposite bank of the Danube 
(in Iža), Brigetio controlled the territory around 
the con� uence of the rivers Váh and Danube. 
� e eastern branch of the Amber Road certainly 
crossed the Danube in this area and continued 
northwards across the barbarian territory. Finds 
of Roman products along the rivers Nitra, Žitava 
and Váh indicate its possible course (Fig. 1).

� ere is no doubt that the Amber Road was 
connected with local and regional routes, whose 
courses were determined mainly by geograph-
ic factors and by the location of contemporary 
Germanic settlements. � e large mountain mass 
of the Little Carpathians, which divided the ter-
ritory into two main parts (the western and the 
eastern), and the major rivers running from the 
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north to the south and � owing into the Danube 
(Morava, Váh, Nitra, Žitava and Hron) were par-
ticularly important in this respect (Fig. 1). From 
the geopolitical point of view, the North-Pan-
nonian border zone played an important role in 
spreading the Italian and provincial products to 
the territory north of the Danube. � eir pres-
ence in Barbaricum depended mostly on the 
military supply to the frontier and was strongly 
in� uenced by contemporary political, economic 
and cultural conditions, which are re� ected in 
the � nds and � nd circumstances. It was above 
all legionary fortresses (Carnuntum and Briget-
io) and auxilliary forts (Gerulata and Solva) that 
played an important role in the in� ow of the Ro-
man products to the study area (Kuzmová 2010; 
2013, 299). � e products represent a wide range 
of artefacts – bronze, silver and glass vessels, ter-
ra sigillata and coarse pottery, jewellery, parts of 
clothes and military equipment, toilet and work 
tools, coins and others.

1. FINDS OF ROMAN PRODUCTS

From the chronological point of view, the occur-
rence of these products north of Pannonia falls 
into two main periods. � e � rst period covers 

the � rst and the second centuries AD (the Ro-
man Period, Stage B) and the second period the 
third and the fourth centuries AD (the Roman 
Period, Stage C). Typical for the � rst century 
AD are bronze and glass vessels, glazed pottery, 
parts of traditional costume from Noricum and 
Pannonia and beads from Italy, Mediterranean 
and the two provinces. � ey were mostly found 
in native burials uncovered in the western part of 
the study area, and showed strong Roman in� u-
ence. � e burials were on the Quadi cemeteries 
in Abrahám, Kostolná and Sládkovičovo, east of 
the Little Carpathians, where the so-called Vanni-
us’s kingdom (Regnum Vannianum) was located, 
which formed a  bu� er-zone between the prov-
ince of Pannonia and other Germanic tribes in 
the � rst half of the � rst century AD (summarized 
by Hrnčiarik 2013, 222, 232, 233, map 93). In the 
period that followed, the existence of a central set-
tlement is assumed west of the Little Carpathians 
(between the Carpathians and the Morava river), 
at Zohor, which – having a control function of the 
Amber Road – became an important residence of 
this region. Its exceptional position is also attest-
ed by burials of the native elites from the Late Fla-
vian  – Early Trajanic Period, which were richly 
equipped with Roman artefacts. Archaeological 

Fig. 1. Location of sites with 
amber artefacts in Barbari-
cum north of Pannonia (SW 
Slovakia; dot = settlement; 

triangle = burial).
Obr. 1. Lokality s  jantáro-
vými artefaktmi v barbariku 
severne od Panónie (juho-
západné Slovensko; bodka = 
osada; trojuholník = pohre-

bisko).



Ancient Routes North of Pannonia in the Light of Roman Products...

171

sources show that the settlement retained its cen-
tral function until the Severan Period. � e Ro-
man building complex at the nearby site of Stupa-
va also played an important role in this section of 
the Amber Road during the second century AD 
(Elschek 2009, 247, 248; 2012; Hrnčiarik 2013, 
233). In general, the Quadi territory witnessed 
a signi� cant increase in Roman products on both 
cemeteries and settlements from the end of the 
� rst century AD. � ey were mostly bronze ves-
sels, drinking vessels made of bronze, glass and 
ceramics, and jewellery and coins. � e in� ow 
of terra sigillata vessels produced in Lezoux and 
Rheinzabern took place from the middle of the 
second century AD (Hrnčiarik 2013, 232, 233; 
Kuzmová 1997, 18–27).

Products that predominate in the second pe-
riod, i.e. in the third and the fourth centuries AD 
(Roman Period, Stage C), are those made in the 
western provinces and Pannonia. Noteworthy 
among them is a large collection of terra sigillata 
made in the production centres of Rheinzabern, 
Westerndorf and Pfa� enhofen in the Severan 
Period (Kuzmová 1997, 21–31). Other products 
that found their way beyond the northern fron-
tier of Pannonia were mostly vessels, jewellery 
and parts of clothes. However, they were less 
varied than in the previous period. Another im-
portant fact is that new centres of Quadi society 
were formed east of the Little Carpathians. � is 
is evidenced not only by concentrations of set-
tlements, but also burials of native elites, which 
were uncovered in Krakovany-Stráže, and a res-
idence with Roman or Roman-like buildings in 
Cífer-Pác (summarized by Hrnčiarik 2013, 223, 
234, map 94).

As � nds and � nd-circumstances show, Ro-
man products formed part of the equipment of 
Germanic settlements and of the inventory of 
cemeteries – cremation and inhumation graves, 
both standard ones and those which belonged 
to elites. Besides the standard barbarian villages, 
Roman products have also been found in are-
as of civilian settlements, where Roman or Ro-
man-like buildings and provincial products were 
recorded along with Germanic structures and 
objects. � is means that the Roman products oc-
cur here in di� erent contexts.

Archaeological and historical sources allow 
us to assume that it was not only by trade that 
Roman products found their way to the territo-
ry outside the Roman Empire. � ey could get to 
Barbaricum via military and civilian activities 
of provincial inhabitants and Germanic natives, 
for instance in the form of gi� s, or as subsidies, 
plunder, and part of the equipment of the Roman 
troops.

2. FINDS OF AMBER AND AMBER 
ARTEFACTS

A  more valuable evidence of the long-distance 
trade, and of local trade and exchange that took 
place between the Roman and the barbarian 
world, and also within the barbarian society, are 
products and raw materials that came from Bar-
baricum to the Roman provinces, particularly 
from the outlying barbarian territories to the Ro-
man Empire and to the barbarian areas beyond 
the Roman frontier. � e most signi� cant are 
fragments of amber and amber artefacts. Several 
of them were found on the northern frontier of 
Pannonia, for instance in the cemeteries of Ger-
ulata (I–III). � ey include amber beads and pen-
dants from female and child burials, and from 
cremation and inhumation burials, dated to the 
period from the second half of the � rst century to 
the fourth century AD. � e majority come from 
the earlier part (end of the 1st century – 2nd cen-
tury AD) and are from the burials of Gerulata 
II cemetery. According to J. Wielowiejski (1996, 
61), this is a period when amber trade culminat-
ed (70–166 AD). In general, the beads from Ger-
ulata come in di� erent forms (e.g. cylindrical, 
discoid, globular, oval and drop-shaped) and the 
pendants (amulets) are shaped as phalluses, corn, 
lunulae and hearts. From the typological point of 
view, their parallels are known from other Pan-
nonian sites (Kolník 1984, Figs. 118, 119, 155; 
Kraskovská 1988, 94–98; Pichlerová 1981, 28).

By contrast, the situation beyond the frontier 
was vastly di� erent. Only a few amber beads and 
one possible pendant came from this territory. 
� ey were mostly found as separate � nds in the 
context of second to third century native settle-
ments and in the context of burials dated to the 
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Late Roman or Early Migration Period (end of 
the 4th – beginning of the 5th century AD). � e 
amber artefacts have been recorded in areas of 
� ve native settlements (Veľký Meder, Branč, Be-
ladice, Štúrovo and Šarovce  – ordered from the 
west to the east; Fig. 1). � ey are located in the 
central and eastern parts of the study area, in the 
valleys of major rivers, in a  relatively short dis-
tance from both the Danube and the northern 
border of Pannonia.2 In Veľký Meder, two amber 
disc-shaped beads were found, dating to the Sev-
eran Period and classi� ed to type 388 (handmade 
amber beads, group XXX) in the typology of M. 
Tempelmann-Mączyńska (1985, 24, pl. 15). One 
of them is smaller (0.8 cm in diameter; Fig. 2: 1)
and was found in a borrow pit (no. 48) along with 
fragments of native and imported pottery, in-
cluding terra sigillata produced in Westerndorf, 
2  � e site of Veľký Meder is situated near an abandoned Danube meander, in a distance of 7 km from the main 

river-basin; Branč in the Nitra valley – 50 km, Beladice in the Žitava valley – 67 km, Štúrovo and Šarovce in the 
Hron valley – 5 and 38 km respectively from the northern frontier of Pannonia.

in the workshop of Comitialis (Varsik 1998, 15, 
no. 14, pl. 13: 14). � e second bead is bigger (1.3 
cm in diameter, 0.5 cm high; Fig. 2: 2), but only
half of it has been preserved; it was found in an 
earth-house with a post-in-ground construction
(no. 129) along with native and imported pot-
tery (Central Gaulish terra sigillata; Varsik 1998, 
50, no. 3, pl. 47: 3). We should also mention two 
formless amber fragments (with diameters of 
0.7 and 0.75 cm) from a  pit (no. 135/136), dat-
ing to the second and third centuries AD (Varsik 
1998, 55, pl. 51). A  small watermelon seed-
shaped bead (1.9 cm long; Fig. 2: 3), found in 
an earth-house with a post-in-ground construc-
tion (no. 123, M/32), is known from the native 
settlement in Branč. � e  inventory of the house 
consisted predominantly of native pottery, and 
dates to the second century AD (Kolník/Varsík/

Fig. 2. Amber artefacts from the barbarian territory north of Pannonia (SW Slovakia). 1–2 – Veľký Meder, 3 – Branč, 
4 – Šarovce, 5–8 – Čáčov, 9 – Abrahám, 10 – Nitra, 11–12 – Iža.

Obr. 2. Jantárové artefakty z barbarika severne od Panónie (juhozápadné Slovensko). 1–2 – Veľký Meder, 3 – Branč, 
4 – Šarovce, 5–8 – Čáčov, 9 – Abrahám, 10 – Nitra, 11–12 – Iža.
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Vladár 2007, 110, pl. 104). � e typology of M. 
Tempelmann-Mączyńska does not include this 
bead form; its closest parallel is the drop-shaped 
form, which, unlike the item from Branč, which 
is bored lengthwise, has a transverse opening, so 
that it has been interpreted as a pendant (group 
XL, type 417; Tempelmann-Mączyńska 1985, 24, 
pl. 15).

Other, unspeci� ed amber beads were found 
in an  earth-house with a  post-in-ground con-
struction (no. 12) uncovered during a rescue ex-
cavation in Beladice. Its context, dated to the end 
of the second and beginning of the third century 
AD, included both native and Roman provincial 
products (e.g. fragments of plain and decorated 
terra sigillata from Lezoux, and a  bronze coin; 
Ruttkay et al. 2013, 216, Fig. 145). An amorphous 
fragment of a damaged amber artefact, probably 
of a  bead, was found in a  sunken-featured rec-
tangular house without a  post-in-ground con-
struction (no. 1) in the settlement in Štúrovo 
(Beljak 2010a, Fig. 3: 8). It was found together 
with numerous � nds of pottery with a relatively 
high proportion of imported pottery (16.5 %), 
including fragments of terra sigillata produced 
in the workshop of Cinnamus in Lezoux. � e 
context dates to the second half of the second 
century AD (Roman Period, Stage B2–B2/C1). It 
is assumed that this structure was destroyed dur-
ing the Marcomannic wars (Beljak 2008, pl. 7: 7; 
2010a, 135, 137, 139, Figs. 3–12; Beljak/Kolník 
2008, 134, tab. 1).

� e last amber artefact in this group is 
known from a  Germanic settlement uncovered 
in Šarovce. It is a  fragment of a  pendant from 
an earth-house with a post-in-ground construc-
tion (no. 35/2005). � e pendant has a longitudi-
nal, loaf-like shape; its rounded ends have � ve 
transverse cuts, while its centre is plain and in-
complete – what was likely a loop has been broken 
o�  (Fig. 2: 4). � is form does not occur among 
the � nds from the Central European Barbaricum 
published by M. Tempelmann-Mączyńska, but 
3  � is burial, which was discovered by chance and has been known for some time, has recently been analysed by K. Pieta (2002). 

Pieta noted the presence of cultural elements and in� uences from various parts of Barbaricum, particularly from the north 
(Przeworsk and Wielbark cultures) and the east (Tschernjachov culture, Sarmatian milieu). He also noted a clear Roman pro-
vincial context. With regard to the unclear � nd-circumstances and the peculiar composition of the inventory he assumes that 
these are likely two separate collections, of which one may come from an earlier male burial and the other from a later female 
burial (or that they may have been part of a settlement structure or may come from a hoard).

we may assume that it belongs to the amber ar-
tefacts produced on a lathe. J. Beljak (2010b, 38) 
notes as its parallels an unpublished � nd from 
the area of the Przeworsk culture (Jakuszowice, 
Poland), and a similarly shaped vessel from the 
Sarmatian environment (Tiszasas, Hungary). As 
for its � nd circumstances, only handmade na-
tive pottery was found in the related inventory, 
and the Roman provincial pottery comprised as 
much as 9%. Noteworthy among the accompa-
nying � nds was a necklace from a thin silver wire 
with a  pear-shaped closing, known also from 
sites in the wider area of Barbaricum, settled by 
Germanic and Sarmatian tribes, and in the Ro-
man provinces. � e context mentioned above is 
dated to the Late Roman Period (Roman Period, 
Stage C2/C3, around 300 AD; Beckmann 1981, 
16; Beljak 2010b, 35, 38, 46, Fig. 9: 2).

As far as � nds from burials are concerned, 
the majority of them were located in the cen-
tral part of the study area (Fig. 1) and date from 
the Late Roman to the Early Migration Period. 
Notable among them are four disc-shaped am-
ber beads (Fig. 2: 5–8) from a  single, probably 
female inhumation burial uncovered at Čáčov, 
west of the Carpathians (around 60 km north 
of the limes, not far from the main course of the 
Amber Road). � e beads date to the second half 
of the second century AD (Roman Period, stage 
B2/C1) and are from a necklace which also in-
cluded alabaster, clay and glass beads. � ey were 
found together with items of Roman provincial 
and Germanic provenance. � e burial has a spe-
cial position in this area not only due to its ge-
ographical and chronological particularities but 
due to the fact that its inventory re� ects several 
in� uences.3 � e amber beads represent types 388 
and 389 (handmade amber beads, group XXX) 
in the typology of M. Tempelmann-Mączyńska 
(1985, 24, 265, no. 564, pl. 15).

Further four � nds, dating from the Late Ro-
man to the Early Migration Period, have been 
found in three burials situated at Abrahám, Ni-



K. Kuzmová†

174

tra and Iža. All of these sites lie east of the Car-
pathians, in the valleys of Váh, Nitra and Danube 
respectively.4 � e amber bead from Abrahám 
was found in a disrupted, probably female inhu-
mation burial (no. 4) on a small cemetery, along 
with 15 mostly glass, but also clay beads placed
in the belt area. � e amber bead was published 
by T. Kolník (1973, 362–364, 390, no. 4, pl. IV: 7; 
Pieta 1999, 171) as a damaged loaf-shaped bead 
(diameter 0.9 cm, height 0.6 cm; Fig. 2: 9), which 
was later de� ned by M. Tempelmann-Mączyńska 
(1985, 24, 264, no. 559, pl. 15) as a barrel-shaped 
type 394 and classi� ed with the handmade beads 
(group XXXI). � e amber bead found in Nitra, 
site Mikov dvor, was placed in a  single female 
inhumation burial (no. 52/84) with a  relative-
ly poor inventory. Most of its � nds, including 
the amber bead, were placed at the le�  shoul-
der of the buried woman. From the typological 
point of view, the amber bead (diameter 2.3 cm, 
height 1.1 cm; Fig. 2: 10) corresponds to the disc-
shaped type 389 of M. Tempelmann-Mączyńska 
(1985, 24, pl. 15; handmade amber beads, group 
XXX). � e last two among the studied amber 
beads (Fig. 2: 11, 12) were found north-west of 
the Roman auxiliary fort at Iža, the bridgehead 
of Brigetio on the opposite bank of the Danube. 
� ey were found in a single female inhumation 
burial (no. 1/87) like the bead mentioned above, 
but unlike it, the inventory of this burial includ-
ed more � nds, most of which were concentrated 
at the right shoulder of the buried woman.5 One 
of the amber beads can be associated with Tem-
pelmann-Mączyńska’s disc-shaped type 388/389 
(diameter 1.9 cm, height 0.9 cm; Fig. 2: 11), while 
the other (diameter 2.9 cm, height 2.1 cm; Fig. 
2: 12) represents her barrel-shaped type 393 
(handmade amber beads, group XXX; Tempel-
mann-Mączyńska 1985, 24, pl. 15).

3. CONCLUSION

� e huge number and wide assortment of the 
Roman products recorded north of Pannonia 

4  � eir distance from the Roman frontier (Danube) is also relatively short: Abrahám – 35 km, Nitra – 60 km; Iža is situated right 
on the Danube bank.

5  Glass and clay beads as well as two bronze � bulae and one bronze ring were found along with the amber bead (Pieta 1999, 
175, Fig. 2: 9, 10).

(SW Slovakia) found their way to the barbari-
an territory, which was settled by the German-
ic tribes of Marcomanni and Quadi, via ancient 
routes, most o� en by long-distance, cross-bor-
der and local trade and exchange. � e key role 
in the process was played by the south-north 
Amber Road, which connected the Mediterra-
nean with the Baltic Sea area, and the west-east 
Limes-Road, which helped spread wares and in-
� uences along the river Danube. � e presence of 
Italian and provincial wares in this part of Bar-
baricum depended mostly on the military sup-
ply to the frontier. By contrast, the � nds of raw 
amber and amber artefacts attesting connections 
between the outlying barbarian territories and 
the Roman Empire are extremely rare despite 
the area’s  proximity to both the Amber Road 
and the province of Pannonia. Indeed, from the 
Germanic contexts north of Pannonia we know 
only eleven typologically identi� ed amber beads, 
one pendant and three amorphous fragments of 
raw amber or damaged artefacts. � ey mostly 
represent simple handmade beads, which obvi-
ously formed parts of necklaces. � e disc-shaped 
beads (Tempelmann-Mączyńska 1985, 24, 65–67, 
pl. 15, 58, group XXX, types 388 and 389) are fre-
quent forms not only in the study area but also 
in the wider territory of the Central-European 
Barbaricum. � ey were mainly found in the na-
tive burials (Čáčov, Nitra, Iža, 6 pcs in total), but 
also in one settlement north of Pannonia (Veľký 
Meder, 2 pcs). � e barrel-shaped beads (Tem-
pelmann-Mączyńska 1985, 24, 67, 68, pl. 15, 60, 
group XXXI, types 393 and 394) have also been 
attested on large barbarian areas, but in lower 
numbers than the disc-shaped ones. On the study 
area, they came only from burials (Abrahám, Iža, 
2 pcs in total). Two unique types are known from 
settlements  – a  watermelon seed-shaped bead 
(Branč) and a possible pendant (Šarovce).

From the point of view of the � nd-circum-
stances, we can summarise that the studied am-
ber artefacts  were mostly single � nds, which 
were found either in the areas of settlements (an 
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exception being Veľký Meder  – 2 pcs), where 
they had likely been lost objects, or in graves (ex-
ceptions being Čáčov – 4 pcs, and Iža – 2 pcs), 
where they were parts of jewellery and costumes, 
as well as proofs of the uniqueness of the burial 
rite. � e majority of � nds from settlements come 
from houses from the second to the third cen-
tury AD, the earliest from them being dated to 
the second half of the second century AD, more 
speci� cally to the period of the Marcomannic 
wars (Štúrovo), and the latest to the late third/
early fourth century (Šarovce). It should be em-
phasized that the relevant settlement contexts 
contained, besides domestic products, also pro-
vincial products (mostly coarse pottery and ter-
ra sigillata), which proves more or less intensive 
contacts between the Romans and the Germanic 
populations in the � eld of trade and exchange. 
Grave � nds come mostly from rare female inhu-
mation burials from the end of the fourth and be-
ginning of the � � h century AD (Abrahám, Nit-
ra, Iža). While the function of beads is generally 
known, their position in grave contexts can be 
speci� ed on the basis of particular � nd-circum-
stances. Two burials contained, besides amber 
beads, also glass and clay beads (Abrahám, Iža), 
and another burial contained only one amber 
bead (Nitra). � e placement of the beads in the 
graves di� ered, too: the beads were placed either 
in the belt area (Abrahám), at the right shoulder 
(Iža) or at the le�  shoulder of the buried woman 
(Nitra). Speci� c among the burials with amber 
bead � nds is the collection from  Čáčov, dating 
to the second half of the second century AD, 
to the period of the Marcomannic wars. Unlike 
other burials (Abrahám, Nitra, Iža), it contained 
the highest number of amber beads (4 pcs) and 
re� ected varied in� uences and contacts, mostly 
with northern and eastern barbarian territories 
as well as with the Roman provinces. All the 
� nds mentioned are related to the inventories 

6  Pliny the Elder also notes that amber was popular with the Roman women (Plin. NH. 37, 11: „� e next place among luxuries, 
although as yet it is fancied only by women, is held by amber”. Translation: Rackham/Jones/Eichholz 1949–1954. � e connection 
between amber jewellery and women has been con� rmed by � nds from Pannonia and Barbaricum, areas settled by Sarma-
tians (Kőszegi 1979, 122; Kőhegyi/Vörös 2011).

7  Tac. Germ. 45, 2, 5. “Barbarians as they are they have not investigated or discovered what natural cause or process 
produces it. Nay, it even lay amid the sea’s other refuse, till our luxury gave it a name. To them it is utterly useless; they 
gather it in its raw state, bring it to us in shapeless lumps, and marvel at the price which they receive.” Translation: 
Church/Brodribb/Cerrato 1942.

of female burials, which con� rms the existing 
knowledge that in the Roman Period, amber was 
mostly used in female jewellery production.6

� e above said indicates not only the rare oc-
currence of amber beads, but also their rare use 
in contemporary Germanic society. � e fact that 
the beads were only found in standard settlements 
and burials of the native populations, and are not 
attested in the burials or residences of their elites, 
is also interesting. � e reasons for this phenom-
enon may be several. One of them has to do with 
the burial rite of the Germanic tribes. � e ab-
sence of amber � nds in burials dated to the � rst 
two centuries AD (Roman Period, Stage B) may 
have had connection with the prevailing crema-
tion burial rite, in which these pieces of jewellery 
may have been completely destroyed (Kvetánová 
2008, 142; Tempelmann-Mączyńska 1985, 8). 
However, their occurrence is not frequent in in-
humation burials from the Late Roman and Ear-
ly Migration Period either (Abrahám, Nitra, Iža). 
On the other hand, amber beads do occur in the 
Roman provincial cremation burials (e.g. Geru-
lata II, burial no. 108, necklace of 45 pcs; Pichle-
rová 1981, 28, 158, 159, pl. CXXXIII), which in-
dicates a di� erent cremation burial rite.

Another reason for the rare occurrence of raw 
amber and amber artefacts north of Pannonia 
may be ethnicity and the related peculiarities of 
the native populations mostly in clothing and the 
burial rite. Here we can also mention Tacitus and 
his famous remark on amber, connected with the 
tribes of the Aestii living on the eastern shore of 
the Suevic (Baltic) sea, “whose rites and fash-
ions and style of dress are those of the Suevi,”7

i.e. Germanic tribes. � is means that unlike with 
the Romans, amber did not become popular with 
the native population, nor did it become wide-
ly used, which is also proved by archaeological 
� nds from the period that Tacitus’ text refers to 
(Tempelmann-Mączyńska 1985, 148).
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In the case of the Marcomanni and Quadi, 
who settled areas far from the resources, the rea-
son may also be the unavailability of this mate-
rial – in terms of both price and geography. � e 
fact that the Amber Road ran through their ter-
ritory, and the vicinity of Pannonia, may have 
been advantages in obtaining this commodity.8

� e answer to the question why they did not ex-
ploit this opportunity may be their traditional 
jewellery and costume, in which beads did not 
play such a signi� cant role as for instance in the 
Sarmatian traditions.9 Another reason may have 
been their market price.

� e research of this topic, particularly the 
study of the wider context of the occurrence 
of raw amber and amber artefacts in the Mid-
dle-Danube region during the Roman Period has 
shown that a more complex analysis of available 
resources would be needed, which may include 
new, so far unpublished � nds.
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Územie severne od Panónie (juhozápadné Slo-
vensko) bolo v  dobe rímskej (1.–4. storočie po 
Kr.) obývané germánskymi kmeňmi Markoma-
nov a Kvádov. Kontakty medzi Rimanmi a Ger-
mánmi boli v tejto oblasti nadštandardné. Pred-
mety z  Itálie a  provincií (nádoby, šperky, časti 
odevu či vojenskej výbavy, toaletné pomôcky, 
pracovné nástroje, mince, atď.) sa dostávali do 
barbarika po starovekých cestách, väčšinou pro-
stredníctvom diaľkového, cezhraničného či lo-
kálneho obchodu. Oveľa zriedkavejší bol vývoz 

surovín a výrobkov zo vzdialených barbarských 
území do Rímskej ríše a  jej susediacich barbar-
ských oblastí. Najvýznamnejší príklad takéhoto 
obchodu predstavuje jantár a  jantárové artefak-
ty, ktoré dokazujú existenciu kontaktov medzi 
stredodunajskou oblasťou a Pobaltím. Vo väčši-
ne prípadov ide o koráliky a prívesky, ktoré boli 
objavené v  rímskych hroboch v  pohraničných 
oblastiach, ako aj v germánskych hroboch a síd-
liskách v barbariku.


