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ARCHEOZOOLOGICKE NALEZY ZO SLOVANSKYCH OBJEKTOV
V MOSTE PRI BRATISLAVE (OKR. SENEC, 8. — 9. STOR.)

ALENA SEFCAKOVA

Keywords: Slovakia, Early Middle Ages, settlements, animal bone remains, food residues

Abstract: Zooarchaeological finds from Slav sites in Most pri Bratislave (Senec district, 8th - 9th centuries).

In Most pri Bratislave (Senec district) in south-western Slovakia, an early medieval settlement with Slav sites was discov-

ered. Among other items, a small collection of animal osteological remains also originates from here. The finds, most like-

ly remains of food, were analysed and evaluated in their overall context. Seven types of animals were identified, of which

the greatest share belong to cattle (cows), following by sheep/goats and swine. One-off fragments belong to a horse, dog,

deer and mussel. The greatest number of remains come from what is probably cult site 14, where a significant part is

made up of fragments of the skull of an ox.

Pri zachrannom archeologickom vyskume Slo-
venského narodného muzea - Archeologického
muzea pod vedenim V. Tur¢ana v rokoch 1982 -
1984 bolo na juhozapadnom Slovensku v Moste
pri Bratislave (okr. Senec) objavené vc¢asnostre-
doveké sidlisko (Turcan 2020) s viacerymi slo-
vanskymi objektmi. Okrem archeologickych
zvacsa keramickych artefaktov odtial pochadzaju
aj kostrové zvysky zvierat, ktoré sa podarilo ana-
lyzovat a v celkovom kontexte vyhodnotit.
Vicsinu objektov predstavuju jamy amorf-
ného, ovalneho alebo kruhového tvaru - zrejme
pozostatky obydli. Vynimku tvori najvacsi zlabo-
vy objekt 14 s tvarom kruhovej vysece. Na jeho
viacerych miestach sa pri vnatornych stenach
nachadzali kolové jamky a jeho stcastou bolo aj
ohnisko. Podla celkového nélezového kontextu
by pravdepodobne mohlo ist o objekt so zvlast-
nou funkciou - kultovy objekt (Turcan 2020).

Metodika

Archeozoologické pozostatky sa vyhodnocovali
$tandardnym sposobom, pri jednotlivych na-
lezoch bol urcovany druh zvierata a typ kosti.
Okrem toho sa sledovali niektoré tafonomické
znaky, ako stupen zachovalosti, stopy ohna a za-
sahov ¢loveka (antropogénne), pripadne zvierata.

Pri sledovani poctu zvierat sme zistova-
li najmé pocet a druh vsetkych ulomkov, ¢asti

kosti alebo celych kosti (N fragmentov), pri-
¢om sa v zasade postupovalo podla Lymana
(1994, 100-104). Boli stanovené NISP (Number
of Identified Specimens) - pocet identifikova-
nych zvyskov kosti pre jednotlivé taxény, MNE
(Minimum Number of Anatomical Elements)
- minimalny pocet kostrovych casti pre jed-
notlivé taxény a MNI (Minimum Number of
Individuals) - minimalny pocet jedincov. Pri
ur¢ovani MNI sa vychadzalo z MNE a to tak,
Ze sa zistoval pocet roznych anatomickych cas-
ti predovsetkym s pomocou laterality jednotli-
vych kosti, ich robusticity a vekovych odlisnos-
tl. Vylucené boli opakujice sa kosti v tele ako
napr. stavce, rebra, zuby, niektoré ¢lanky prstov,
drobné fragmenty ... atd. Hodnotu MNI ur¢ila
anatomicka cast, ktord sa v subore vyskytovala
najcastejsie.

Vysledky

Katalog nalezov
Objekt 1
Ovis/Capra? — ulomok diafyzy — radius?

Objekt 3

Ovis/Capra? — poskodena diafyza metapddia
Bos? — velky pozdlzny tlomok z velkej kosti
Neidentifikované - 1 maly ulomok velkej dlhej
kosti, 2 pozdlzne malé dlomky
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Objekt 4

Bos taurus — ulomok - epistropheus, spaleny, $e-
do-biela farba

- poskodena ulna sin. (chyba dist. cast), spalena,
$edo-biela farba

— acromion — Cast (scapula dx.)

- os carpale IV

- poskodeny mlie¢ny molar

Bos? — tlomok distalnej epifyzy — humerus, spa-
leny, $edo-biela farba

Ovis/Capra? — drobny tlomok costa

- ulomok z o¢nice - os frontale

- ulomok os occipitale

- ulomok gracilného rebra - spéleny, ¢ierny

- 1 nespaleny drobnejsi ulomok - cranium?
Unio sp. — poskodena lastira — z vnutra vyvrta-
nd perforacia (4,4 x 2,1 mm)

Neidentifikované - 1 drobny ulomok - scapula,
drobny ulomok costa, 1 tlomok gracilného rebra,
5 plochych, okruhlejsich ulomkov, spalené, Se-
do-biela farba, 6 pozdlznych, mensich tlomkov,
spalené, sedo-biela farba, 3 malé ulomky, spale-
né, $edo-biela farba, 1 pozdlzny dlomok, spale-
ny, biely, 4 ulomky, spalené, ¢ierno-Sedé, 1 vacsi
nespaleny ulomok, 3 pozdlzne nespalené tilomky

13/84 Objekt 14
Neidentifikované — 1 drobny tlomok spina sca-
pulae, 1 drobny ulomok dlhej kosti

14/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus — poskodend os frontale s poskode-
nym cornu sin. — obvod rohu pri koreni 179 mm
(ide o kastrata alebo byka)

- P1 z maxily dx.

Bos? - drobny ulomok - atlas

Sus domesticus (samica) — znacne opotrebovany
caninus

Neidentifikované - 1 drobny pozdlzny tlomok
zo skloviny zubu, 1 tlomok z plochej kosti, 3 po-
zdlzne drobnejsie tlomky

15/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus - poskodeny (ohlodany) calcaneus
sin.

— processus coronoideus a processus articularis
z mandibuly

- ulomok z maxily dx.

Bos? - ulomok - atlas

Sus domesticus — poskodena os frontale

— M3 sin. z maxily

— M3 sin. z maxily, velmi obruseny (iny jedinec)

— tlomok os temporale

— tlomok mozno z tej istej lebky?
Neidentifikované - 2 pozdline viciie dlomky
dlhych kosti z koncatin, 1 processus coronoideus,
2 ploché tlomky, 2 neident. ulomky diafyzy

20/84 Objekt 14

Equus caballus - poskodeny M sin. z maxily

Sus domesticus (samica) — poskodeny caninus
z maxily

Ovis/Capra? — diafyza - tibia dx.
Neidentifikované - 1 drobny tlomok - radius?,
1 drobny tlomok

21/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus - M2 z mandibuly dx.

Bos? - ulomok - cranium

Canis familiaris — tlomok — maxilla dx.
Neidentifikované — poskodené costa

23/84 Objekt 14

Neidentifikované — 1 spaleny ¢ierny plochy ulo-
mok, 1 spaleny biely maly dlomok, 2 pozdlzne
,»0stré“ tlomky, 1 tlomok - scapula, poskodené
0s sternum

27/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus — phalanx 1 dx.

- Mdx.

Bos? - kratky tlomok diafyzy

Ovis/Capra - diafyza - tibia sin.
Neidentifikované — pozdlzne rozitiepend polo-
vina metapddia, konce ohlodané, 2 malé uzke
pozdlzne ulomky, 1 drobny tlomok asi zo zubu

30/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus - M z maxily sin.

Bos? — poskodena distalna epifyza - tibia sin.,
prirastajuca k diafyze (vek cca 2 roky)

Sus domesticus — silno sabradovand M2 z maxily
sin.

Ovis/Capra — M1 z maxily dx.

Neidentifikované — 1 pozdlzny tlomok z velkej
kosti, 1 ulomok diafyzy — tibia dx.— na dist. casti
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obruseny, 1 drobny pozdlzny dlomok, 1 drobny
ulomok maxily

31/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus — distalna fragmentarna epifyza — hu-
merus dx.

- tlomok - mandibula

- M z maxily sin.

- P z mandibuly

Neidentifikované - 1 drobny tlomok z o¢nice, 2
vic¢sie pozdlzne tlomky, 5 mensich pozdlznych
ulomkov, 3 mensie ploché ulomky

33/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus — talus dx. (astragalus)

Ovis/Capra — M3 dx. z maxily

Equus caballus — M z maxily sin.
Neidentifikované - 2 pozdlzne tlomky z velkych
dutych kosti, 1 tizky pozdlzny tlomok z dutej
kosti, 2 plochsie tlomky

34/84 Objekt 14

Bos? - phalanx 1, na epifyze stopy ohna — mlady
jedinec

- drobny tlomok - metatarsus bez neprirastenej
epifyzy

Ovis/Capra — diafyza s ,,ohlodanymi“ koncami —
tibia sin.

- poskodeny M3 z mandibuly sin.
Neidentifikované — 2 pozdizne drobné ,ostré*
tllomky, 1 pozdizny dlhsi tlomok, jeden koniec
»ohlodany*“

35/84 Objekt 14

Cervus elaphus — drobny ulomok - mandibula
sin. s P3

Neidentifikované - 1 dlomok - scapula sin.,
1 drobny tlomok z diafyzy vacsej kosti, 1 drobny
ulomok z krania

36/84 Objekt 14

Bos taurus — tlomok vertebra cervicalis

- ulomok - scapula, Cast fossa articularis a po-
zdlzna Cast collum

Ovis/Capra — poskodeny M1 z maxily

- poskodeny mlie¢cny M

Neidentifikované — 1 vaesi pozdlzny tlomok,
1 drobny ulomok diafyzy dutej kosti

18/84 Objekt 15

Bos taurus — ulomok prednej casti - mandibula
dx.

— os carpi ulnae

Bos? — tlomok - mandibula? - spaleny, ¢ierny
Bos alebo Equus? — ulomok costa

Ovis/Capra - fragmentarna scapula sin.

- tlomok - mandibula dx.

- M z maxily sin. - starsi jedinec

- M1z maxily dx. - iny jedinec ako predchadza-
juci

- poskodeny M

- drobny ulomok skloviny zo zubu

Ovis/Capra? — ulomok costa

Sus? - 2 iba trocha poskodené vertebra cervicales
Neidentifikované - poskodena distalna epifyza -
tibia dx., 4 neidentif. pozdlZne tlomky, 3 mensie
neident. ulomky

Objekt 16

Bos taurus — ilomok os occipitale

- P z mandibuly dx.

- M2 z mandibuly sin.

- M z maxily

- poskodeny phalanx distalis (digiti IV)

Bos? - tlomok os frontale?

Ovis aries f. domestica — poskodend os occipitale
Neidentifikované - 1 drobny ulomok velkej kosti,
1 drobny pozdlzny dlomok, 1 tzky dlhy dlomok

Objekt 17
Ovis/Capra? — ulomok diafyzy — metacarpus?

Druhy zvierat

Kostrové pozostatky zvierat pochddzaju zo sied-
mich slovanskych sidliskovych objektov (8. - 9.
stor.). Su velmi fragmentdrne, o ¢om svedc¢i nad-
polovi¢ny vyskyt neidentifikovatelnych malych
ulomkov. Celkovo sa skiimalo 172 fragmentov
alebo poskodenych kosti, z ktorych sa nepodarilo
urcit 94 (54,65 %). K ich naruseniu doslo zrejme
v kratkom c¢ase po smrti zvierata. Vac¢sina lomov
ma rovnaké sfarbenie ako povrch kosti, textura
lomu je hladka a lomna plocha v stvislosti s po-
vrchom tvori ostry alebo tupy uhol. Oproti tomu
lomna plocha suchej mineralizovanej kosti ma
vzhladom na vonkajsi povrch kontrastné sfar-
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benie, hrubu a hrbolata textiru a vytvara pravy
uhol (Thurzo/Benus 2005). Kosti boli lamané po-
zdlzne aj prie¢ne, na niektorych dlhych kostiach
st evidentné $pirdlovité zlomeniny.

Celkovo sa podarilo urcit sedem druhov
zvierat (obr. 1): tur domadci (Bos taurus), ovca/
koza domdca (Ovis/Capra), svina domaca (Sus
domesticus), kon domaci (Equus caballus), pes
domaci (Canis familiaris), jelenn lesny (Cervus
elaphus), korytko (Unio sp.). Z nich najvacsi po-
diel patri fragmentom kosti hovadzieho dobytka
(35,90 %), dalej nasleduju ovca/koza (24, 36 %)
a nakoniec osipana (8,97 %). Vyskytovalo sa tu
minimalne 17 kusov zvierat (pat jedincov hova-
dzieho dobytka, $tyri ovce/kozy a jednotlivo o0si-
pand, kon, pes, jelen a korytko).

Najviac ulomkov (97 t.j. 56,40 %) pochddza
z objektu 14/84 (tab. 1). Z celkového poctu 97 ne-
bolo mozné pre fragmentarnost urcit 55 (56,70 %),
¢ize vyse polovicu. Najviac fragmentov patri ho-
vadziemu dobytku (38,10 %), dalej sa v rovnakych
poctoch vyskytuju ovca/koza (16,67 %) a o$ipa-
na (16,67 %). Jednotlivo si pritomné kon, jelen
a pes. V zasade sa podarilo urcit $est druhov zvie-

rat, pricom pocet jedincov mozno odhadnut mi-
nimalne na osem: 2 hovadzi dobytok, 2 ovca/koza,
1 osipana, 1 kon, 1 pes a 1 jelen. Pomerne vyrazna
sa javi porusena os frontale s lavym poskodenym
rohom, ktora patrila turovi. Velky obvod bazy
rohu (179 mm) dokazuje, Ze i$lo o kastrata mimo-
riadnych rozmerov alebo byka.

V ostatnych objektoch (1, 3, 4, 15, 16, 17)
sa nasli iba tri potvrdené druhy zvierat (hovadzi
dobytok, ovca, korytko; tab. 2). Celkovo sa zo 75
fragmentov kosti podarilo ur¢it 36 (48 %). Najviac
fragmentov patri hovadziemu dobytku (33,33 %)
a ovci/koze (33,33 %). Dva fragmenty mohli patrit
aj osipanej a jednotlivo sa vyskytla lastra korytka
(Unio sp.). Podla urcenia ulomkov je mozné od-
hadnut pocet zvierat na minimaélne $est (3 hovadzi
dobytok, 1 ovca, 1 ovca/koza, 1 korytko).

Skladba najcastejSich druhov zvierat
v Moste zodpoveda vyskytu zvierat z inych vcas-
nostredovekych lokalit ako napriklad v oblasti
Bratislavy, kde sa najcastejsie objavuje hovadzi
dobytok a na dalsich miestach sa striedaji ovca/
koza alebo o$ipand (Sefcdkovd 1988; 1993; 2004).
Podobna situdcia sa opakuje aj v niektorych ob-

18

16

14

12

M Bos taurus

W Sus domesticus

10

m Ovis/Capra

B Equus caballus

m Canis familiaris

m Cervus elaphus

Unio sp.

0 T T T
Objekt1  Objekt3  Objekt 4

Objekt 14 Objekt 15 Objekt 16 Objekt 17

Obr. 1. Pocetnosti jednotlivych identifikovanych druhov zvierat v slovanskych objektoch v Moste pri Bratislave

(okr. Senec).

Fig. 1. Numbers of individual identified animal species in Slavic objects in Most near Bratislava (district Senec).
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Zvieracie druhy

Objekt 14 N % NISP % MNI %
Bos taurus 16 16,49 16 38,10 2 25,00
Bos? 7 7,22 7 16,67

Sus domesticus 7 7,22 7 16,67 12,50
Ovis/Capra 7 7,22 7 16,77 2 25,50
Ovis/Capra ? 1 1,03 1 2,38

Equus caballus 2 2,06 2 4,76 1 12.50
Canis familiaris 1 1,03 1 2,38 1 12,50
Cervus elaphus 1 1,03 1 2,38 1 12,50
Neidentifikované 55 56,70

Spolu 97 100,00 42 100,00 8 100,00

Tabela 1. Pocetnosti druhov zvierat v slovanskom objekte 14. Vysvetlivky: N — pocet tilomkov/Casti kosti/celych kosti,

NISP - pocet identifikovanych zvyskov kosti pre jednotlivé taxony, MNE - minimdlny pocet kostrovych Casti pre

jednotlivé taxény, MNI - minimdlny pocet jedincov pre jednotlivé taxény.

Tabela 1. The number of animal species in the Slavic object 14. Explanations: N — number of fragments /parts of bones/
whole bones, NISP - Number of Identified Specimens for individual species, MNE - Minimum Number of Anatomical
Elements for individual species, MNI - Minimum Number of Individuals.

jektoch v Bahoni, v Devinskom Jazere (obidve
okr. Bratislava-vidiek), pripadne v Kutoch (okr.
Senica) a v Nitrianskej Blatnici (okr. Topol¢any)
(Ambros 1962; 1977). V horizonte H3 (8. — 9.
stor.) stredovekého sidliska v Baj¢i (okr. Komar-
no) sa v kuchynskom odpade z domécich zvie-
rat tiez najcastejSie vyskytuje hovddzi dobytok
(47,8 %). Na dalsom mieste vyrazne nasleduje
ovca/koza (21,5 %) a osipanej sa naslo az o vyse
8 % menej (Miklikovd 2010). V podobne dato-
vanych objektoch v Bielovciach (okr. Levice) sa
tieZ najcastejsie vyskytuji pozostatky hovidzie-
ho dobytka, potom osipanej a zvysky ovce/kozy
siu minimalne (Ambros 1986). Na slovanskom
sidlisku Pobedim-Hradiste (okr. Trencin) sa vSak
naslo az 45 % pozostatkov, ktoré patrili osipa-
nej, 37,2 % hovadziemu dobytku a 14,5 % tvorila
ovca/koza (Ambros 1978).

Typy kosti

Zastipenie anatomickych casti kostier zvierat
nds informuje o kvalite konzumovaného misa
(Miklikovad 2010). Postdenie typov kosti v pri-
pade Mostu vsak treba povazovat za orientac-

né, pretoze identifikovanych tlomkov je velmi
malo. Z objektu 14 v pripade najfrekventovanej-
$ich pozostatkov hovadzieho dobytka najviac
fragmentov pochddza z lebky (50 %), pricom
polovinu tvoria zuby (tab. 3). Potom nasleduja
s rovnakymi poc¢tami (12,5 %) tlomky z hor-
nych a dolnych koncatin. Pozostatky osipanej
pochadzaju z lebky, pricom prevazuju zuby.
Zvysky z ovce/kozy tvoria najmi zuby a tlomky
z troch tibii.

Z ostatnych objektov (1, 3, 4, 15, 16, 17)
z najcastejsie sa vyskytujucich ulomkov z hovi-
dzieho dobytka opdt vdcsina pochadza z lebky
(49,99 %), pricom viac ako polovinu tvoria zuby
(tab. 4). Potom nasleduji pozostatky z hornej
koncatiny (33,33 %). Podobna situdcia sa tyka aj
ovce/kozy, len celkovo sa ulomkov identifikovalo
o polovinu mene;j.

Pre porovnanie podla vyskumu vysokého
a reprezentativneho poctu osteologickych na-
lezov (12 395 kosti/fragmentov) a sidliskovych
objektov v Baj¢i (Miklikovd 2010) sa zistilo nad-
priemerné zastipenie porcii hoviadzieho a bara-
nieho/jahnacieho mésa z prednej koncatiny, rov-
nako ako aj kvalitné casti hlavy z osipane;.



326

ALENA SEFCAKOVA

Zvieracie druhy  Objekty

N fragmentov 1 3 15 16 17 Spolu %
Bos taurus 5 2 5 12 16,00
Bos? 1 1 1 4 5,33
Bos alebo Equus? 1 1 1,33
Sus ? 2 2 2,67
Ovis/Capra 5 6 1 12 16,00
Ovis/Capra? 1 1 1 1 4 5,33
Unio sp. 1 1 1,33
Neidentifikované 3 25 8 3 39 52,00
Spolu 1 5 37 21 10 1 75 100,00
NISP 1 3 15 16 17 Spolu %
Bos taurus 5 2 5 12 33,33
Bos? 1 1 1 4 11,11
Bos alebo Equus? 1 1 2,78
Sus ? 2 2 5,56
Ovis/Capra 5 6 1 12 33,33
Ovis/Capra? 1 1 1 1 4 11,11
Unio sp. 1 1 2,78
Spolu 1 2 12 13 7 1 36 100,00
MNI 1 3 4 15 16 17 Spolu %
Bos taurus 1 1 1 3 50,00
Ovis/Capra 1 1 2 33,33
Unio sp. 1 16,67
Spolu 1 3 2 2 1 6 100,00

Tabela 2. Pocetnosti druhov zvierat v slovanskych objektoch 1, 3, 4, 15, 16 a 17. Vysvetlivky: ako pri tabele 1.
Tabela 2. Numbers of animal species in Slavic objects 1, 3, 4, 15, 16 and 17. Explanations: as in Table 1.

Pritomnost prepalenych a spalenych
ulomkov alebo celistvejsich casti kosti dokazuje,
ze i8lo o potravinové zvysky. Najviac ich pocha-
dza z objektu 4. Sedo-biele sfarbenie zodpoved4
vystaveniu teplote vyse 600° a ¢ierne okolo 400°.

Z objektu 4 pochadza tiez jediny nalez poskode-
nej lastury korytka (Unio sp.), na ktorej je vidi-
telnd perforacia vytvorena vitanim z vnutornej
strany (4,4 x 2,1 mm).
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Objekt 14

Bos taurus NSIP | MNE MNE | Mt | Nisp %
Hlava

cranium 1 1 6,25
maxila 1 1 1 ] 1 6,25
mandibula 2 2 2 12,5
Axialny skelet

atlas 5 2

vertebla 1 X 1 6,25
Horné konc.

scapula 1 1 6,25
humerus 1 1 1 6,25
Dolné konc.

tibia ] 1

metatarsus 1

calcaneus 1 ] 1 6,25
astragalus 1 1 6,25
Ostatné

phalanx 1 1 X X 1 6,25
P 2 1 X X 2 12,5
M 4 X X X 4 25
Spolu 16 2 16 100,00
Sus domesticus | NSIP | MNE MNE | niNpo | Nisp %
Hlava

cos frontale 1 1 1 14,29
os temporale 1 1 1 14,29
Ostatné

C 2 X 2 28,57
M 3 3 X 3 42,86
Spolu 7 1 7 100,00
Ovis/Capra NSIP ? MNE - MNE | M1 | NIsP %
Dolné konc.

tibia 2 2 1 2 28,57
Ostatné

M 5 1 2 X 5 71,43
Spolu 7 2 7 100,00

Tabela 3. Pocetnosti typov kosti v slovanskom objekte 14. Vysvetlivky: ako pri tabele 1.
Tabela 3. Numbers of bone types in the Slavic object 14. Explanations: as in Table 1.
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Objekty 1,3,4,15,16,17

Bos taurus NSIP M.N E MNE MNI NISP %

sin. dx.

Hlava

cranium 1 1 8,33
mandibula 1 1 1 8,33
Axialny skelet

epistropheus 1 1 8,33
Horné konc.

scapula 1 1 1 1 8,33
humerus

ulna 1 1 1 1 8,33
0s carpi 2 2 16,67
Ostatné

phalanx 3 1 X 1 8,33
P 1 X X 1 8,33
M 3 X X 3 25,00
Spolu 12 1 12 100,00
Sus domesticus NSIP MNE MNE MNI NISP %

sin. dx.

Axialny skelet

vertebra 1 100,00
Spolu 2 1 100,00
Ovis/Capra NSIP MNE - MNE | vnt | NIsp %
Hlava

cranium 1 1 16,67
mandibula 1 16,67
Horné konc.

scapula 1 1 1 1 16,67
radius

Ostatné

M 3 1 1 1 3 50,00
metapodium

Spolu 6 1 6 100,00

Tabela 4. Pocetnosti typov kosti v slovanskych objektoch 1, 3, 4, 15, 16 a 17. Vysvetlivky: ako pri tabele 1.
Tabela 4. Numbers of bone types in Slavic objects 1, 3, 4, 15, 16 and 17. Explanations: as in Table 1.
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ZOOARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS FROM SLAV SITES
IN MOST PRI BRATISLAVE
(SENEC DISTRICT, 8™ — 9™ CENTURIES)

ALENA SEFCAKOVA

During the development-led archaeological ex-
cavation of the Slovak National Museum - Mu-
seum of Archaeology, supervised by V. Tur¢an
from 1982 to 1984, an early medieval settle-
ment with several Slav sites was discovered in
south-western Slovakia in Most pri Bratislave
(Senec district). Among other items, the skel-
etal remains of animals originate from here,
which we were able to analyse and evaluate in
their overall context. The majority of sites are
made up of pits of various shapes, presumably
the remains of dwellings. The exception is the
largest site, number 14, which might have had
a cult function.

When evaluating each zooarchaeologi-
cal find, the type of animal, type of bones and
certain taphonomic features, such as the level of
preservation, traces of fire and interventions of
humans or animals, were identified. In principle,
the approach was that of Lyman (1994, 100-104).
We determined N - number of fragments/bone
parts/whole bones, NISP - Number of Identified
Specimens for individual taxa, MNE - Minimum
Number of Anatomical Elements for individual
taxa and MNI - Minimum Number of Individ-
uals. MNE was used as the basis for determin-
ing MNI, by ascertaining the number of different
anatomical parts, mainly by using the laterality
of individual bones, their robustness and differ-
ences in age.

The skeletal remains of animals come
from seven Slav settlement sites (8th - 9th
cent.) They are very fragmentary, and their vi-
olation occurred shortly after the death of the
animal, and they are probably the remains of
food. In total 172 fragments/damaged bones
were examined, of which 94 (54.65%) failed to
be identified. In total, seven species of animals
(fig.1) were able to be determined. The largest

share consists of fragments of the bones of cattle
(35.90%), followed by sheep/goats (24.36%) and
finally swine (8.97%).

At least 17 individual animals were present
here (five cows, four sheep/goats and one swine,
horse, dog, deer and mussel).

The highest number of fragments (97 i.e.
56.40 %) come from site 14/84 (table 1). Out
of these, over half (55 i.e. 56,70 %) could not
be identified due to their fragmented state. The
greatest number of fragments belongs to cows
(38.10%), then the same number each to sheep/
goats (16.67%) and swine (16.67%). There are
one each of a horse, deer and dog. In total, six
animal taxa were defined, with the number of
individuals estimated at least at eight: 2 cows, 2
sheep/goats, 1 swine, 1 horse, 1 dog and 1 deer.
A violated os frontale with a damaged left horn
belonging to an ox is relatively striking. The large
circumference of the base of the horn (179 mm)
proves that it was a castrate of exceptional size or
a bull.

In the other sites (1, 3, 4, 15, 16 and 17),
only three confirmed animal species were found
(cattle, sheep, mussel; table 2). In total, out of 75
fragments, 36 (48%) were determined. The high-
est number of fragments belonged to cattle (33.33
%) and sheep/goats (33.33 %). Two fragments
might have belonged to swine, and the shell of
a mussel (Unio species) also occurred individu-
ally. According to the identified fragments, the
number of animals can be estimated at at least
six (3 cattle, 1 sheep, 1 sheep/goat, 1 mussel).

The composition of the most frequent an-
imal species in Most corresponds to the occur-
rence of animals from other early medieval lo-
cations such as in the area of Bratislava, where
cattle appear most frequently, and in other places
sheep/goat or swine alternate (Sefédkovd 1988;
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1993; 2004). A similar situation is repeated in
certain sites in Bahon, Devinske Jazero (both
district of Bratislava outskirts), Kuty (Senica
district) and Nitrianska Blatnica (Topol¢any dis-
trict) (Ambros 1962; 1977). In the H3 (8" — 9t
cent.) horizon of the medieval settlement in Ba-
jéa (Komarno district), cattle (47.8%) are also
most frequently found in the kitchen waste of
domestic animals. Sheep/goats (21.5%) come
in second place, and over 8% fewer swine were
found (Miklikovd 2010). In sites with similar
dating in Bielovce (Levice district), the remains
of cattle occurred most frequently, followed by
swine and the remains of sheep/goats are min-
imal (Ambros 1986). In the Slav settlement of
Pobedim-Hradiste (Trencin district), however,
up to 45% of remains belonging to swine were
found, 37.2% cattle and 14.5% were from sheep/
goats (Ambros 1978).

The evaluation of the types of bones relat-
ed to Most should be considered approximate
because there are very few identified fragments.
In the case of the most common remains of cat-
tle, site 14 has the highest number of fragments
coming from the skull (50%), with half com-
posed of teeth (Table 3). This is followed by the
same number (12.5%) of fragments of upper and
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lower limbs. The remains of swine come from the
skull and are dominated by teeth. The remains
of sheep/goat mainly consist of teeth and the
fragments of three tibias. To compare, according
to research on a high, representative number of
osteological finds and settlement sites in Bajca
(Miklikovad 2010) an over-average representation
of the share of cattle and mutton/lamb meat from
the frontal limbs, as well as the high-quality part
of the head of swine, were found.

From the other sites (1, 3, 4, 15, 16, 17),
out of the most frequently occurring cattle frag-
ments, the majority once again come from the
skull (49.99%) and over one half are teeth (Ta-
ble 4). This is followed by remains of upper
limbs (33.33%). A similar situation also concerns
sheep/goat, only overall half the number of frag-
ments having been identified.

Finds of charred and burnt fragments of
bones show that these are food remains. The
highest number comes from site 4. The grey-
white colour corresponds to exposure to a tem-
perature of over 600°, and black to a temperature
around 400°. The unique find of a damaged shell
of a mussel (Unio species) also comes from site 4,
on which a perforation made by drilling from the
inside can be seen (4,4 x 2,1 mm).



